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As we have seen, the sphere of politics has increased enormously in recent
years. It has reached from top to bottom of every country and has been
deeply ingrained in day to day life of people. At this point of time people
want to know about different steps, actions of the government and how it
affects them.

There are several news channels and newspapers to help people
understand these things, but nowadays information is telecasted by the
media with different agendas. At this point of time our magazine dIshviewg
is trying to bring together all the actions, events and policies of each
particular year in a very creative way. With this magazine we are trying to
help many youths in presenting their opinions in the society about
different activities in the country.

The name of our magazine 'dshviewg' in itself speaks much about the
politics which'is deeply rooted in Indian history and meanwhile it also
defines in some way the kind of politics which-can be seen nowadays in
the world i.e. the politics for power. Also the term ‘view' in the name
suggests the different perspectives or views which we are going to put in
the magazine about the gk’ i.e. politics.

The theme of the first edition of our department magazine 'Politics That
Matters' refers to all those events taking place in the country's
governmental institutions and among different groups, communities and
parties which in some or the other way matters and affects us directly or
indirectly.

This is a bilingual magazine where articles are in Hindi and English both.
We have tried to gather articles from the various colleges and universities
present in the country on topics of national as well as international
interests. Our department with its motive of promoting thinking skills in
students and giving them a platform to present their opinion has come up
with the first edition of its annual department magazine.

Hope the readers will enjoy it.
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Dr. Krishna Murari

Teacher-in-Charge, 2020-21 |
Department or Political Science |

I am feeling privileged that the Department of Political Science of our College started
its annual department magazine 'T9shViewg' in the tenure of my Teacher Inchargeship.
Teacher Convener of the magazine Dr. Saima Igbal with her team of students
Anubhav, Abhishek and other editors worked hard to make this project a big success.

Publication of a departmental magazine in itslef is a very proud achievement for the
whole Department. It is a reflection of the work and progress of our Department
which is continuously dedicated towards deep nourishment of students knowledge.
This magazine provides a platform to the students of not only our department but the
students of various colleges and universities to express their views on all the matter
and policies which shapes the future of our country and the world. It also inspires
them to do better every time.

Political Science, as a subject of preference is getting popularity and attracting large
number of students day by day. In time of increased awareness and presence of
various viewpoints, this magazine will help people in framing their own views and
polishing their knowledge through reading the articles on various important issues
which have been published in this magazine. We assure that the department will try
its best to make every new edition better than the previous one.

Best wishes



Dr. Saima Ighbal
Teacher Convener, Ik Viewsg.
Department Of Political Science




Mr. Ninad Shankar Nag
Teacher-in-Charge
Department of Political Science

I am extremely happy and feeling proud of my students for their
matchless creativity and immeasurable academic potential. This E-
Magazine is the testimony of their brilliance, innovativeness and
illuminating ideas. The title of the Magazine- “ashViewg " and the theme
of the inaugural edition- “Politics that Matters” are not only catchy but
equally relevant too.

Such a giant stride by such young but daring minds is really a befitting
tribute to the bravest among the all brave young heroes of Mother India
"Shaheed Bhagat Singh" on whose name our college has its name and
fame. In the capacity of being the Head of the Department, | feel
extremely honoured to congratulate the whole team for their
exemplary efforts. This magazine will not only provide a good collection
of articles to the readers all across the country but even beyond it. |
wish them all the very best for this edition as well as for those that
would be launched in the coming years.

Thankyou and Best Wishes »
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STUDENTS' EDITORIAL TEAM

ABHISHEK MISHRA
MANAGING HEAD, "I VIEWSE"”

| would like to thank our department for being ready to prepare
the first edition of "chakraviewh". As the theme 'Politics that
matters' is multidimensional and inclusive , the first edition of
our magazine will be best start and will help in spreading the
ideas /words of contributors, editors & professors.

From the first day of planning to finally releasing the magazine,
our team has worked hard to make the magazine
incommensurable and unique in every aspect . We always
believed in famous quote of Swami Vivekananda , " 31« S«
Uty sRifAdt”. This magazine is result of our teammates'
committment and passion.

Thanks



o

ANUBHAV SHUKLA
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, "G VIEWSE"™

"Anyone in this world is not born to be successful but anyone in this world can
make himself successful, because success does not come by dates instead by zeal,
enthusiasm, hardwork and dedication."” Above lines are not the statement of any,
much successful personality, but | am pretty sure that every successful personality
would have known this key to success.

This magazine is result of the zeal, enthusiasm, hardwork, and dedication show
our teammates and the department. My whole hearted congratulations to
whole team and to each and every person whose eminent contribution made
magazine a successful initiative. | am also thankful to our TIC, Convener and all
professors who always believed in my efforts and gave me a chance to be the part
of the first edition of our Political Science Department Magazine "Shviews", '

Being the first edition, it was not an easy journey as the fi
toughest one to take. But strong zeal and enthusiasm are nevei
and hardwork is the ultimate key to success.

We hope the readers will enjoy it. Thankyou.



Students' Editorial Team
EDITORS

y: | keen researcher and
enthusiastic soul. Her areas of
interest covers Law, Human
Rights, International Relations
and governance.

A modest person who is always
ready to learn new things and grab
new opportunities. Sets firm goals
for herself and consistently keeps
working for it.

A helping hand fond of painting
and listening music. She is always
ready to showcase her talent when
it comes to Writing and creativity.

Believes in Aristotle quote "Man is
by nature a political animal”. He
take interest in political
happenings across the globe. A
trivia junkie who IJoves to
checkmate.

RITURAJ SARMA




Students' Editorial Team

SAAYA DOGRA

EDITORS

A modeling enthusiast who
believes in Friedrich Nietxzsche
quote “There are no facts, only
interpretations”. Takes interest
in criminal psychology, creative
writing, cooking and basketball.

s

PRATISHTHA YADAV

A marketing enthusiast with a
creative mind. She is a
hardworking soul who will never
let you down and will alhways be
above your expectations.

v
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HIMANSHU KUMAR

Sincere buddy who is trying his
best not to follow set Ilanes.
Believes in 3 "H"” —

Humble

Helpful

Hardworking.

"NAVIN KUMAR

A writer by heart and a oberver
by  brain, who  describes
himself in one sentence as
"Searching my infinity, craving
my xero”.




Dr. Pravin Kumar Jha




FACULTY M

Mr. Ninad Shankar Nag
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A storehouse of energy who
always makes sure that the
lectures are delivered in the
most innovative way possible.
He did his under-graduation
from University of Delhi itself
and post-graduation from
School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University.
He completed his PhD from
Centre for the Study of Law and
Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi.

Dr. Saima Igbal

A teacher who teaches you not
Just the complex theories but
also the lessons of life. One of
the warmest teachers of the
department. She did  her
graduation from Delhi
University and PG from JNU,
Delhi. She has been the part of
Miranda House, Atma Ram
Sanatan Dharma College and
Bharti College as Professor
before joining this College.



FACULTY MEMBERS

Mr. Manjesh Kumar

An eminent professor of
Department of Political
Science of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh College with an
enlightened personality
providing great optimism in
his approach. He completed
his education from Delhi
University and is the part of
the Department for 10 years
now.

Dr. Simple Mohanty

An enlightening soul with
ocean full of knowledge.
Graduated Ffrom Ravenshaw
College, Utkal University and
obtained her masters degree
from Hindu College, DU. She
has also done PG Diploma in
Print Journalism. She did her
M.Phil & PhD from the
University of Delhi and her
PhD thesis was on
"intersection of Political
Theory & Indian Politics”



Ms. Anusha

Dr. Krishna Murari




FACULTY ME

Dr. Rityusha Tiwari
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An epitome of knowledge. Her
lectures bind every student to
think about the complex texts
closely. She has completed her
under-graduation from
Isabella Thoburn College,
Lucknow University and did her
post-graduation from
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Delhi. She did her PhD from
Centre for East Asian Studies,
Chinese Division, Jawaharlal
Nehru University.

Dr. Rajeev Ranjan Sinha

His endless positivity will
makes it a joy for you to go
through the complex theories
of Polity. An extremely
disciplined personality who
creates a great environment
for students to bloom. He
completed under-graduation
from Delhi University. He did
post-graduation and PhbD
from Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi.
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FACULTY MEMB:

Ms. Sangeeta Rai

A very knowledgeable
professor and a very kind
person too. She did her
graduation from Gargi
College, University of Delhi
and her masters from Daulat
Ram College, University of
Delhi. She completed her
M.Phil in Political Science
from Department of Political
Science, North Campus
University of Delhi.

Mr. Anant Prakash

Fits the classroom with youthful
enthusiasm. He has a brilliant
approach towards making his
lectures vibrant. He did his UG and
PG from Kirorimal College,
University of Delhi. Qualified UGC
NET JRF and submitted his M.PHIL
dissertation on, ‘The transition of
Planning Commission to NITI
Aayog and its impact on
cooperative fFederalism in India’.
He has been associated with ICSSR
and Leverhulme International
Network as Research Associate.



FACULTY M]

Mr. Rupak Kumar
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A young mind with lots of
capabilities. He did bachelor’s
Ffrom University of Delhi and
masters Ffrom Centre for
Political Studies, JNU. He has
submitted his PhD thesis at
Centre for the Study of Law
and Governance, JNU and was
awarded M.Phil from the same
centre. He has also worked
with Election Commision of
India as a researcher.




EPIPHANY OF CONTEMPT

Shikha Singh Editor, I Viewg
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

We certainly belong to an era, where everyone holds an opinion for everything happening
across the globe. In this regard, social media has been a leeway (for people to reach diverse
audiences at large) acting instrumentally in attaining the crucial trait of a democratic state i.e.
the power of speech and expression. Albeit, this power has been blatantly exploited by many.
Ranging from torrential tweets to innuendo posts on Facebook, the content being posted on
social media has come under the purview of contention per se. This in turn has opened the door
to various controversial theories relating to - what is appropriate to feature on social media
platforms and at the same time acting reverently to the existing laws and regulations.

Lately, there was a spate of contemptuous issues brought to the notice of the public which
either acted detrimentally to the administrative authorities or at prima fact causing harm to the
sentiments of any Judiciary.

A few weeks past, there was a great twitter-controversy built up over the tweets made by an
avid user of the Twitter platform — Adv. Prashant Bhushan (Senior advocate in Supreme Court
of India). His tweets resulted in the great controversy. His first tweet was a riposte about the
Chief Justice of India riding a motorbike amidst pandemics when the courts are shut. This
became a heated topic of debate. However, the sheer power of social media platforms coupled
with mainstream legal reporting has widened the chance of keeping the people in touch with
the latest happenings within a fraction of seconds. However, the aforementioned tweet by the
senior advocate was seen as not very coherent as, during the national lockdown as well the
courts worked relentlessly to deliver justice virtually, so the tweet was seen as a mere personal
commentary. This was followed by his second tweet which was considered to be as abhorrent
as the tweets were directly accusing the last four CJls responsible for the deterioration of the
democracy. As a result, the defense that he had critiqued individual judges and not the
administration of justice was dismissed on the basis that the tweets were directed against the
institution of the court and the office of the chief justice. Through this, the Apex court claimed
that Twitter is used by millions, and Prashant Bhushan being an influential figure with a great
number of followers he shall impact many. This action of contempt against the senior lawyer
will make people prudent about their deliberations on social media. Another series of
contemptuous tweets along with a picture was posted by a comedian Kunal Karma signifying
how our judiciary is a puppet to the current ruling party - BJP. This was in response to the
interim bail granted to the journalist- Arnab Goswami in a 2018 abetment to suicide case.

The third pillar of democracy has not been accustomed to such criticisms in the traditional
media setup, mostly because of the persistence of contempt proceedings by the Apex court
and the High court against various editors. Lately, the ‘contempt war’ on social media in the
form of commentary has come as a rude surprise for the judiciary. This has resulted in
ramifications ranging from launching contempt proceedings against the citizens to issuing gag
orders.




BELONGING TO ONE INDIA OR DIFFERENT STATES:
INSIDER OUTSIDER POLITICS

Pooja Arya (Editor, IshViewg)
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

"If god had so wished, he would have made all Indians speak one language... the unity of India
has been and shall always be a unity in diversity" - Rabindranath Tagore.

India has different states with complex areas and these areas consists of complex ethnicity,
language, cultures, region and tribes. This is what makes India more beautiful. But sadly, the
most beautiful parts of our country are also the most ridden with conflict and violence. Diversity,
which should have been strength of the country has become only an agenda for different
leaders to gain their own majority. Few people and there party politics is harming the unity of
our nation. Terms like "insiders-outsiders” which is nowadays used by most of the state
governments has become a major issue for all of us.

People of majoritarian communities of any particular area are often seen opposing the
developments of minorities immigrants in that area. If sometimes happens because of the
authoritarian nature of the local residents then at the same time there are also real fears among
the local communities of being overwhelmed by migrants. In contemporary India the
juxtaposition of insiders and outsiders and the processes of expansionism and exclusivism are
widespread. The most important bases of categorising collectivities as insiders/outsiders are
religion, caste , tribe , language and region.

During Bengal polls ‘Insider-Outsiders' has always been the key theme of TMC (Trinamool
Congress's) Campaign for any upcoming Assembly Elections in West Bengal. The Party has
always aimed at pushing this idea against the BJP , which is being seen as its primary contender
for power in the state for the third time. They have always claimed that it has broughtin " people
from outside " who do not understand Bengali people, their culture and history. On its social
media handles, the Trinamool launched a campaign with the slogan- "Banglar Gorbo Mamata”'(
Bengal's Pride Mamata) which means that CM Mamata Banerjee is the pride of Bengal. Who
does the BJP have to counter her? It is a point the TMC makes. They says to look at the BJP
team in Bengal where Amit Shah is leading the charge, the state in-charge are Kailash
Vijayvergiya ,Amit Malviya and Arvind Menon who do not understand Bengal and they so do not
deserve Bengal.“They are only pushing division while we will push development and the
Bengali-identity" - one TMC leader said.

In its editorial published in 'saamana’ , Shiv Sena has called for the "sons of the soil" to unite
amid the ongoing political scenario in Maharashtra. The editorial has attacked Bollywood
actress Kangana Ranaut for comparing Mumbai to Pakistan occupied Kashmir (POK). Moreover,
Shiv Sena has taken a dig at Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thackeray through
the editorial. "Mumbai's subjugation, for what? Mumbai belongs to Maharashtra”, it said. Shiv
Sena has alleged a 'conspiracy' by outsiders to take over Mumbai. Without naming Raj
Thackeray, it said that the 'Insiders' are helping them.




Terms like "Insiders -Outsiders" are very frequently used by many political parties and by their
leaders. Which of course, undoubtedly not only brings conflict between citizens but also harms
the Unity of India. We should ask some questions to ourselves that who we are? An Indians or
a Bengali , a Marathi etc..? Our freedom fighters like Sardar Patel , integrated all states and
formed a nation. But what we are doing today is we are fighting on basis of those smaller
identities of ours on the name of insiders and outsiders etc, which is hampering our larger
identity as an Indian. In past we fought a battle together to achieve our dream of one great India.
But now after achieving this success, we are again doing the same for us which in history the
britishers did.

Once Mahatma Gandhi said, " Our ability to reach unity in diversity will be the beauty and the
test of our civilisation". When From Kanyakumari to Kashmir and from Gujarat to Assam, we
follow the same constitution, we have only one flag, we sing the same national anthem then
why can't we have only one identity and that of being an Indian. All these 'insider-outsider’
elements used by parties and leaders are just the part of politics. Only truth is that we all are
Indians and we belong to India.Now it's completely on you to decide that whether you belong to
one India or to different states.




MILLENNIAL VOTERS — CAN THEY DECIDE THE
FUTURE OF INDIA ?

Pratishtha Yadav (Editor, 9&Viewg)
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

Being a citizen of a country with such diversity and the biggest democracy like
India comes with responsibility and the need for constant awareness. Voting is
not just a privilege but also a constant reminder for the government in power and
other political parties. Millennials who are also known as Generation‘Y’ are the
people who were born between 1985 to 2000. All of them are eligible to vote and
can be given the duty to decide the future of India.

Millennials form the majority of India’s population hence the question if they can
decide the future of India or not is an important one to ask. This generation is
considered more aware, informed, and connected to the world than any other
generation. Having exposure to the best technology and being provided with the
best resources, the millennials by many are expected to take the right to vote
seriously and choose their representative with the utmost sincerity.

The older generations often have doubts considering how the millennials are
stuck in their comfort zone and haven't seen the struggle that they have previously
been through. Is it possible that their reservations about this matter lie in the
simple fact that the millennials didn't have to work for their basic rights which is
why they don’t know the real importance of them being taken away? The opposite
Is possible as well, maybe because they have read about their previous
generations struggling for every right they have now, they decide not to let their
battles go to waste by misusing or not using their right to vote amongst other
rights at all.

Millennials have a new and fresh point of view towards everything; they have a
bold voice through which they are not afraid to keep their ideas and opinions
forward. They have a different take than the conventional one on how and what
governance should be like. In India’s 2019 elections the voter turnout was the
highest and in consequence, the political parties started focusing on generation
Y in search of their attention and support. Being tech-savvy, this generation
doesn't hold back when it comes to voicing their concerns through different social
media platforms. In addition to that, they have found different and creative ways
to be heard and keep the government on its toes through its criticism and
feedback on every budget, every policy, and every amendment.




CAA — FROM THE BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF ASSAM

Rituraj Sarma (Editor, IshViewg)
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

“This article tries to highlight Assam’s stand on the Act, that the author feels was kept
under the shadow, even though the seeds for the protests were sown there.”

The years 2019 and 2020 were earmarked for all the protests that were taking place
against the Citizenship Amendment Bill (now Act), most famously a place named after a
falcon, i.e., Shaheen Bagh catching the limelight. However, amidst all thehullabaloo, the
curious case of Assam along with other North-Eastern states were sidelined with the
protest taking a religious angle nationwide and undermining the questions of identity
and culture of the latter, as they have historically faced by the influx of migrants.
Interestingly, all the North-Eastern states, apart from Assam and Tripura — the states
most burdened by the influx — were kept immune to the Act.

As most of the protesters nationwide were busy citing Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution as they claim that the Act was discriminatory as it excludes Muslims,
Assam had a clear stand-point of no citizenship to any migrants regardless of their
socio-religious background whatsoever.

Historical Background

This was not for the first time that Assam was vocal about the intrusion of migrants. The
people of Assam have been bluffed since centuries, when it comes to their identity.
Migration not only created demographic imbalance but also led to a struggle for land
and resource ownership. The struggle started a few years after Assam fell into the hands
of British colonial administration with the signing of the Treaty of Yandaboo in 1826.
Soon after, Assam was placed under the administration of Bengal and in 1836, Bengali
replaced Assamese as the language of administration and medium of instruction.
Furthermore, colonial administration encouraged migration of Muslim Bengalis from
East Bengal to the unused fertile lands in order to facilitate the cultivation of rice and
cash crops like jute. Unchecked migration from East Bengal started to put pressure on
the once resource-abundant state and conflict started to simmer. The pressure on the
state and the fight for resources became much more prominent and stronger with
migration occurring during the partition years of 1947 and

Bangladesh Liberation War period ending in 1971. However, all the frustration was to be
channelised seven years down the line after the War in 1971, when a by-election was to
be held, where there was a sudden upsurge in the electorate population. Investigation
revealed that there had been mass inclusion of alleged illegal migrants, to which even
the then PM Indira Gandhi didn’t object to, leading to a mass protests led by the All
Assam Students’ Union (AASU) that continued for 6 years that left 855 dead and many
injured. This period of turmoil and social awakening later came to be known as the
“Assam Movement”. It was in 1985, with the signing of Assam Accord under the
leadership of the then Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, which promised to protect the
culture of the indigneous Assamese, which even after 36 years is yet to be fulfilled.




Assam’s Standpoint

The people of Assam have been opposing the bill because this act allows more illegal
migrants from neighbouring countries such as Bangladesh to settle in Assam which
inturn endangers their linguistic and demographic exclusivity. Secondly, the act also
invalidates the 34 year old Assam Accord which was the result of a 6-year-long agitation
from 1979 to 1985, that left 855 dead and many injured. It was formed to safeguard the
cultural, social and linguistic identity of the indigenous people of Assam. This Act is
more of gaining an electorate, rather than rehabilitating the migrants. Himanta Biswa
Sarma, one of the most powerful ministers of Assam and the leader of the North-East
Democratic Alliance, on record commented that this Act will help them to turn the
electorates of certain constituencies on their side and in turn prevent any Muslim
candidate from winning the elections. Historically, politics on the basis of religion in
Assam has seen no beam until recently, which the people of Assam have defended
successfully, not allowing a checkmate on the spirit and idea of a culture and common
belongingness.

How.Far?

One of the primary agenda of the BJP, before coming to power in the state was to
identify, trace and send back all the illegal immigrants along with implementation of the
Assam Accord. All the election rally speeches by PM Maodi in 2016 had this common
element, which they now seem to have forgotten and thereby successfully bluffed the
masses once again. There hasn’t been much talk about the CAA by the confident elected
government in 2021, all thanks to the upcoming 2021 State Legislative Assembly
elections. So much so that the party in power has been delaying in releasing the
guidelines of the application under which citizen government for the upcoming elections
doesn’t even make a slight noise about the very Act. At the end, India is an Union of
states and it becomes a matter of utmost importance to listen to the people of the very
states and avoid any historical blunder to be repeated.

Editors' Column

ThViewg 2021



HYPOCRISY IN VICTIM CARDS

Navin kumar (Editor, I Viewg)
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

A pleasant morning in the Jungle.

Deer: can't even imagine how animals could survive the jungle. | mean , dude! no internet, no
Netflix; how hard it would have been.

Tortoise : there is beauty outside the limitations Deerie. think out of the box.

Deerie: uhm, whatever, slow guy.

(Deerie murmured and uploaded a selfie with seven filters holding caption 'be the real you, flaunt
the real you. #animagangsta #deerzindagi #animonster .... ' and so on.)

Deerie : what the hell is wrong with people ,why #arrest_the_lion is trending. | tell you , these
extremist 'lionophobes' are no good for this democratic woke jungle.

Torto : ... but you know, lions got a history of violence and blood..

Deerie (interrupting Tortoise) : shut up, old guy. The world has moved forward and you are
trying to impose your old values and prejudices.

Deerie uploads post with stuffed paragraphs carrying the #Jungle_stands_for_lions..

Judge.Elle , the elephant : Everybody please take your seats. bring the victim and the accused.
Some leopard soldiers bringing lion chained and the victim's father, Mr Bear. witnessing this
cruelty on the lion everybody started passing hateful comments.

Elle: Silence , Jungle.

Everybody settled down and took their respective places after basic formalities, the lawyer of
the victim started the burn.

Bear's Lawyer : Honourable Judge of the Jungle. Mr Bear is areputable businessman of woods.
Past week his little son was kidnapped by lion. few goats are witnesses. according to little
Bearie's friend he was talking about his ancestors' glorious and noble achievements which Mr
lion overheard and rest is known.

"what kind of little monster that kid was, he was literally hurting the poor lion."

"ridiculous, how these so called little kids are filled with venom and criticizing lion's emotions
without any reason. light murmurings floated in the air."

Lawyer of Lion : Honourable Judge of the Jungle. Is this the democracy we consider to be proud
of? where an innocent peaceful lion can't live with dignity. Higher animals have always blamed
the poor lion and his ancestors for crimes they never committed.

Lawyer of bear : Mr, what about browny lion who tore apart 17 lambs in front of the whole jungle
beneath peepal.

Lawyer of lion : would you look at your misogyny mister, that was just a poor, manipulated and
pressurized young lion. Have some sense and please don't judge a whole Anima Breed because
of one misguided animal.

Lawyer of Bear : oh! then what about Snowy bear who..

Lawyer of lion : don't you mention that poisonous sick retard in court. he spoke out loud
"Wolves are dangerous and can't be trusted.” what a sick mentality, how did he ever blame 20
percent wolves according to activities of 80 percent poor wolves. This clearly shows how pretty
sick bears are. they just think they are great and above all. Each bear is filled with extremism
and can't be trusted with Jungle's Secular democracy. Do they think being one of the majorities
gives them power to make poor dignified animals cry about their existence."

Lawyer of Bear : but you just judged bears on the contrary....




Judge : uhm, Silence. Did anyone find kid of the Bear in the residences of Lion?... no?..... well
then in absence of *RELIABLE* witnesses and proofs , this court declares Lion a free animal
and orders Mr Bear to pay him 10,00,000 j-Rupees as his baseless blames spoiled innocent
lion's dignity and mental health.

Court Adjourned.

The case was done and dusted but woke citizens of the Jungle never let the steam go. many
Campaigns against Bears were still active with hashtags like #hangthebear #westandwithlion
#donateforlion #democracymustwin #hypocrisyshameshame. Accounts of certain Jwitter
users were rapidly getting banned for they argued logically with supporters of Lion when they
abused bears (misguidance of course). There was a rumour in market that bear has committed
suicide for he yelled for justice till his last breath and getting mocked by woke citizens at every
social interaction. even if he did, isn't that a good thing? extremist hypocrites don't deserve to
live, right?

*A pleasant evening outside the lion caves.* The lion entered his Den. Removed phone from
charge and jweeted back all his loyal supporters across the jungle on Jwitter. A weak growl
came from the dark of the corners. "you'll be defeated , you double faced monster" and the
unrecognised voice started crying. An evil smile took over the lion's face.

"how they are going to defeat me when they already consider me defeated , little one." he roared.

Next mement his claws were penetrating the little bear's flesh and the whole neighbourhood
was stunned by this unnecessary noise. lion's whiskers and claws dipped in warm extremist
blood till'he finished his vegan dinner

"Why this bloodshed , it disgusts me. Why can't we chew them peacefully? why do they try to
protect themselves and in course, force us to be violent...?" misguided lion complained.

Deerie : thank to hell nothing is going to happen good for this jungle.

Torto : what happened kid?

Deerie showed him his screen. there was a picture of Lion with broken nose (perhaps) with
caption "guys, today i was helping a rabbit in crossing the road and a young outraged bear
came out of nowhere and hit me continuously when i denied to hail *Bearism*. but please guys,
no hate for bears, | forgive them as they are our brothers but, i want to ask one small question.

Why is this Jungle so intolerant for innocent weak animals like us? @&."

Torto : this jungle is going to mayhem and bears are the disease. look at him, so hurt that his
whiskers are drenched in his own blood. poor Kitty.

Deerie : yeah poor Kitty. now you see my point old man.

(PS: The Author and fact-checkers confirm that no animal was harmed during writing this story)




RIGHT OR HAND OUT: WOMEN AS SECOND-
CLASS CITIZENS

Saaya Doqra (Editor, IshViewg )
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

In a world, split into the binaries of two genders which co-exist. Can equality ever be attained?
For eons, women have never been wholly welcomed into society as independent creatures.
Every thought, choice and move is rooted in patriarchy, disabling women to live on their own
terms. This makes women second-class citizens: a person belonging to a social or political
group. Whose rights and opportunities are inferior to those of the dominant group in a
society. In the conscious world of today, women are making a living for themselves without
relying on precipice of the society. However, this is not recurrent in every part of the globe.
Women for centuries have demanded equal rights as the male species and have been
successful so far. But the same fire was not beheld everywhere. Due to which, there are still
countries wherein women are viewed as second-class citizens. Who are deemed unworthy of
basic dignity. Even if this sense of oppression is not visible in the functioning of the state; the
phenomenon is still prevalent. Starting from birth to education then career and marriage
women _have never been in favourable positions. This cycle of inequality, oppression and
suppression- continues because the society has never accepted females as capable of
surviving on their own and adjudged them feeble. The preference of the male species over the
female by the society, has created the social order we now abide by.This is where the problem
arises. The society has conditioned us into believing that women are incapable of achieving
what a man can. This creates a sense of disadvantage, for women who are now chained to the
norms of the society. This social conditioning has made men believe that they are superior to
women. It is the society which never gave women the pedestal to showcase what they are
truly capable of.

There are many who will question; why women are still treated as second class citizens, if
they are as capable as men.Or why do women still not achieve as much as men do. Even when
they have the rights and opportunities to do so. The first thing that we should be considering
are political rights.Women are approximately half the population. While men rejoiced a voice
and say, women majority did not get the right to vote until 1893. With New Zealand, becoming
the world’s first self governing country to grant this right. Majority of the countries gave
voting rights to women in the 1920 - 90s period. If we talk about the rights ensuring equal
status to women, are they even fully implemented. With more focus on to rural agrarian
societies like Panchayats in India. Even if women contest elections and win, it is actually the
male counterpart who has the real power. The female is just a mere puppet who was used as a
tool. The existence of rights and the implementation, even if it is done properly will be of no
value or use. As women in the society do not have enough awareness and the accessibility to
them (this is where the role of the government comes in). In 2019, Congress had fielded 47
women out of 344 tickets that it distributed and BJP fielded 45 women out of 374 candidates.
In the current 2019 parliament, there are 66 women MPs (11%) out of 543 MPs. This means
nine out of every ten parliamentarians are men. The inequality in decision making that women
face is very much evident. In the case of India, another important point highlighting this issue
is the women reservation bill which was passed in Rajya Sabha but has not been passed in
Lok Sabha due to opposition. A similar inequality is seen in the Indian judicial system. Where
in March 2021, with Justice Malhotra's retirement, Justice Indira Banerjee is the lone woman
judge in the Supreme Court now. Justice Banerjee was appointed as an SC judge in August




2018 and with her elevation. The Supreme Court, for the first time had three women judges. It
was not until 1989, that a women judge was appointed in the Supreme Court. That marks 40
years after its establishment. Even the scenario in high courts is not good, with 82 women
judges out of 1079 judges. Talking about equality, it won’t be wrong to say that in certain
areas women do not have equal accessibility to opportunities. While in other areas they might
have equal accessibility to opportunities, but will not have resources to back those
opportunities.

But women like Jacinda Ardern, who is New Zealand’s third female prime minister, has
proved that women can have both: a baby and a high powered career. There is also Samia
Suluhu who made history by becoming the first female president of Tanzania and Kamla
Harris who is USA’s first woman of colour to serve as Vice President. This demonstrates that
women despite so many hurdles, have made a difference in their situation and continue to do
so for other women too. Another major concern with limited participation of women in society
is the honour attributed to them. Which also becomes the reason why majority of the cases
are not reported. The honour of the family is attached to the women in the family. Therefore,
they are not only at a valuable position but are also exploited and made silent. Followed by
casual sexism that they face not only at home but also in places of work. Due to attribution of
honour, sexism and harassment, a lot of women often willingly and at other times forcefully
are made to stay at home or do not speak about their condition. In many cases, women do not
even receive education, for example-when families belonging to financially weaker sections of
the society have to make a choice as to whether or not they should send their child to school.
In most cases, they deem the male child worthy of receiving " education.
In rural areas, very few women who undertake agricultural work on behalf of their family are
considered to be working women. Women earn between 35% and 85% of men’s earnings,
depending on the type of work and the level of education of the worker. In the organised
manufacturing sector, the pay gap has narrowed from 35% in 2000 to 45% in 2013. Even if a
female is more talented or educated, she will always be the last one to be considered for a
better pay or promotion. The excuses in the garb of explanations will be that ‘she might bear
a child’, ‘she can not do overtime’ or that ‘she can not travel to far off places alone’. When it
comes to crimes against women, the scenario is not as good as the world might view it as.
The Istanbul Convention was signed in 2011. It seeks to end violence against women. But in
recent years it has become increasingly politicised as Turkey has announced it is breaking the
treaty and that other countries may follow suit. But the consequences of this step have not
been in favour of the female population. In 2019, 474 women were murdered in Turkey by men.
But the government is trying to dilute aspects of the convention that protect women in Turkey
from domestic violence. This is a clear example of the status and equality enjoyed by women
in the 21st century globalised world. Where women have to fight to not just get justice but
also to survive.

The female specie for eons has been facing discrimination based on the fact that their
physiology is different from the male specie. This is the root cause why women were never
considered equal to men. Despite the differences in their physiology, the capability to fend for
themselves is the same.” It is not the strongest or the most intelligent who will survive but
those who can best manage change” — Nlon C. Megginson. Women have broken the chains
of patriarchy and misogyny that the society has kept them chained in. Their effort to fight the
social order that was set thousands of years ago will not go in vain. The rights and privileges
that women enjoy today were not given to them by the society. It is women themselves who
have earned and fought for it. Regardless of how slowly this change is brought about, it will
be fruitful.




WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR

Himanshu Kumar (Editor,dshViewg)
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

Prime minister of the world’s largest democracy calling the protestors and the political parties
taking part in public agitations "parasites" may suit him personally but surely doesn’t suit the
constitutional position he is on. Throughout his campaign during the 2014 general elections,
Mr. Modi had frequently repeated that the country can get on the path of progress only by a ‘jan
andolan’(emphasis added). Now if we should be taking him on face value, his comment in the
Parliament can discredit his entire campaign. Protests in a democracy are the symbol of
responsible citizens concerned about their rights and betterment of their nation. A silent,
subservient and docile attitude may be favourable for the establishment but it’s quite
antithetical to the very idea of democracy. | think the government wants the whole nation to
behave like the current Indian media(read corporate media)- pliable, sycophant and pro-
government. But the government should keep this in mind that the citizenry are always the
biggest opposition in a nation. Political parties in the Parliament are just small factions
representing the masses.

If you look at Prime minister’s past as the Chief minister of Gujarat (except the riot and
communal. parts), after every major incident in the country he tried to rally the entire nation
against the central government of that time. That’s why it seems a recent phenomenon that the
Prime minister has started getting nausea from protests and public agitation (or may be it was
always inside him, he’s a good actor though). If today you put PM Modi and CM Modi together
in a frame that will an epitome of oxymaoron.

It’s not like the Prime minister doesn’t know anything about what’s happening. If there is one
person who knows everything that’s happening in India and around the world it’s the PM- he
has all the agencies at his disposal. So all the arrests of activists, academics, writers,
journalists, comedians and protesters are happening at his behest. If the PM and his associates
in the government choose to seal their lips, that doesn’t bar others from speaking out. The
cowardice act of muzzling voices is against the basic philosophy of our constitution. People of
this country will not be silenced by any authoritarian regime or be lectured by a gang of bigoted
patriarchs who don’t give a damn about the supreme law of the land. People who are selling
national assets, leaving people in lurch to die of starvation and malnutrition have no moral
authority to claim themselves nationalists.

“An important chapter of our history is unfolding around. It’s necessary to be on the right side
of that history. The current situation is of an institutionalized emergency on steroids” said P.
Sainath on the union government’s crackdown on independent news agencies. The government
should never forget that those who are standing against it in today’s times already know the
risks in their vocations and government’s whip cracking will not deter them. | think the people
in government, the governing party and their parent organization(RSS) envy the courage and
indomitable spirit of the activists, academics, journalists, writers, comedians and students
because these are the Indians who have chosen not to kowtow to the government of the day
instead fight for the constitutional values. | completely get this why the government is behaving
this way, because this kind of defiance of a fascist regime is very unusual for the current
dispensation due to the fact that the “ideological forebear of the people in power went to jail,
went on his knees and begged for mercy from colonial raj in letter after letter until they released
him on the promise of being a good boy.”




These are challenging times but this country has seen worse and has come out of deep gloomy
chasms of hopelessness each time with inspiration from Gandhi, Bhagat Singh and numerous
others who sacrificed their lives for this country. Indian people will not be suppressed by some
communal thugs whose inspiration come from those who opted out of freedom struggle and
served the British imperialism throwing their love, care and patriotism for their motherland into
dustbin of communalism.

Any government will not succeed in its unethical ambitions. We shall establish what Gurudev
desired for- “Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high...”
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IS GLOBALIZATION SUSTAINABLE IN THE FACE
OF RISING POPULISM ?

Nikita Anand (Editor IshViewg)
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

Globalization and populism are terms which have many definitions .Both have its own
advantages and disadvantages .Globalization means lowering trade barriers, exchange of
culture ,social ways while other sees it as a aggressive foreign policy supporting certain section
of the society. Similarly, populism is an essential part of social and political concerns at the
beginning of 21st century. It is defined as a political approach that strives to appeal ordinary
people who feel that their concerns are disregarded by elite groups.

The rise of populism can be a justified as a response to the discontent present in modern
societies which is associated with development in Globalization over the years.

Globalization first wave led to reduction in transport cost which led to trade in goods and
second wave led to reduction in communication cost which increased trade ideas. Enhanced
Labour mobility led to the reduction of poverty but mobility led to the reduction of poverty but
at the same time full liberalization of barriers massive in flows of workers aggravated social
unrest due to distinct cultural practices.

Globalization And Inequality

Inequality caused due to globalization was seen In western English speaking countries ,china
JIndia. One way in which globalization increased inequality was because of rise in trade
countries imported cheap materials from elsewhere which led to far in domestic supply and
employment. Other way was avoidance by tax payers which do not allow government to collect
funds for social welfare of people.

Globalization And Cultural Insecurity

When globalization came to light, there was mobility of people from one country to other which
led to rise in GDP. When immigrants travelled to other countries to earn better wages and
lifestyle there was instability seen in some countries. Different cultural backgrounds , customs,
languages was one of the reason of rise in wars and threats.

POPULISM

Populism emerged from the term Populus which means people. So, it is basically for the
concern of people. Many people are dissatisfied from politics and other social concerns. They
belief that most of the benefits are given to big cooperation or politicians. So populist are those
who fight for the concerns of the people who doesn't get benefits are against the elite group.
Populist have a strict opinion. They believe what they said is right and they do not care about
others opinions which couldn't be normal in democracy.

There is a rise in populism now days when we see that political parties and politicians are
becoming unresponsive. The higher the odds, the more support is given to populist. In
democracy when people have less control populist gain larger support. They claim that people
have been robbed from their rights, freedom.




CONSEQUENCES

When we see consequences of populism , we see that populist forces mainstream political
actors to become more responsive which is harmful for democracy. And in some countries
when there was rise in populism , there were not able to deal with social and economic
issues.

RELATIONS BETWEEN GLOBLIZATION AND POPULISM

Populism is directed to seek people goodwill by allurement even if it hurts long term for a polity.
There is no doubt that LPG is treated as a hurdle to poor people and many oppose it. But
populism can also create hurdles to serve benefits from globalization and rendering a country
to the margin of global political economy.

When economic growth stops, inequality rises. For example- we could see in the period of covid
19. As long as economy is growing everyone gets its distribution whether it is small or big.
Globalization is a part of global economy now and very necessary to run the economy.

On the other hand, political challenges ae global in origin. Rise of technocratic institutions such
as bureaucracy , banks, courts favors the interests of some non-elected groups of people, which
led to rise in voices/opinions.

CONCLUSION

We can see thatrise in populism because of inequality and cultural insecurity, response of elites
and living social unrest. The solutions which populist provide are very simple and short sighted
which won’t benefit in the long run. There are left and right wing parties which provide little man
protection from global capitalism . But these programmes provide them help for short run at
long run costs.

On the other side we see globalization ,which has benefits has benefits for people for long run.
Every person has its distribution and various measures are taken to decrease ethe rate of
inequality. Example- many countries such as India are trying to promote local products and
open its own production units which would help to some extent to decrease inequality.
Populism parties are important and should play a great role in country so that government ,
politicians . Elite groups of society remains accountable to people. Populist won’t be able to
overcome the globalization but would play a greater role in the working of the economy.




BID ADIEU

No words can express what a gem Dr. A.K.
Kharabanda as professor has been for the
department. He got retired on 30th june
2021, it was his last working day in the
college. He has always been an inspiration
for everyone in the department. His very
kind and calm attitude would always
attract everyone towards him. Sir, used to
be a go to person for students as well as
the professors in case of any query or
whenever any suggestion was required.
His contribution and dedication for the
department is invaluable.

Creative writing has been his field of
interest and he has been writing poetries
on various issues since very long time. On
our request he has also shared two of his
poetries with us, which are on the next
page of this magazine.

May you enjoy your retirement. We wish
you the best of luck in all your future
endeavors.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Liberate for liberty,
leveraging liberty.

Equal equality,
egality equality.

Free dreams in freedom,
free turning fraternity.

The French fries like tasty,
French revolution immortal
immortality.

Liberty, equality and fraternity.

To this trio, and this cherished
trility,

pay all due reverence and respect.
In each perspective, in every
aspect.

How human and humane is our
humanity,

while living in the world
community.

In our nation, for our nationality,
just like lifelong covid immunity.
In perfect unison and unity.

How human are

our human rights,

as enshrined in the historic UDHR
that is Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Just realize and just feel that

how human are human rights,
our very own human rights.

Two beautiful poetic creations of Dr. A.K. Kharbanda in which he has tried to

explain the value of rights in human life.
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POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION

Department OF Political Science

Political Science Association is a part of Department of Political Science that
comprises faculty members and students of this department. This association
is very dynamic and initiates various academic and cultural activities in every
academic year. This association has a Convener and Co-convener who are
faculty members and it includes student office bearers. There are various posts
for core student members such as President, Vice-President, Secretary, Joint
Secretary, Cultural heads, media heads, technical heads and executive
members. These posts are filled on the basis of interview based selection.
Convener of PSA with the consent of other faculty members in PSA meeting
takes decision for smooth conduct of various activities.

Student office bearers and volunteers are backbone of PSA. Purpose of PSA is
to develop personality, leadership quality, decision-makings capacity, effective
and cooperative coordination, training and learning process among students of
Department of Political Science. These qualities help students to shape their
better future ahead after graduating from college.

Every year PSA helps in organizing lecture series, national and international
seminars/webinars and educational trip. PSA has its cultural platform that is
known as CHANAKYA and every year with specific theme it organizes quiz, slam
poetry, mock parliament, essay competition, poster making completions and
other cultural activities etc. Our PSA members also participate in inter-college
and inter-University academic and cultural activities.

Best Wishes

Dr. Rajeev Ranjan Sinha
Convener

Political Science Association




CHANAKYA 2021

Annual Festival Of Department Of Political Science

Chanakya is the Annual Political Science Festival organized every year by the
Department of Political Science of Shaheed Bhagat Singh College, University of
Delhi. Every year it organised as a two days Festival with losts of competitions
held to give a platform to students across the colleges of Delhi to showcase
their talent and skills.

As we all know that Corona Virus has led us to experience the paradigm shift of
the modern era. The world has changed entirely. This pendamic has restricted
us to the home, far from our college life and its crowd. In order to grow
'‘adaptation to changes' is always necessary. Similarly, in this era of pendamic
our department adopted the digital methods to organize all its events, as per
the needs of the conditions. Department of Political Science, Shaheed Bhagat
Singh College, University of Delhi proudly hosted its first ever Virtual Festival
on 8th and 9th April 2021 in the guidance of our Teacher-In-Charge for the
session 2020-21 Dr. Krishna Murari, the Convener of the Political Science
Association of our department Dr. Rajeev Ranjan Sinha and all the faculty
members.

Theme of the festival was "Indian politics- Reel Vs Real". Their were several
events held in these two days. On first day— Lafze Bayan, AIPPM and Panel
Discussion while on second day—Poster Making Competition, Quiz,
Photography & Meme Making Competition were organized.

Among these Panel Discussion was one of the most interactive & knowledge
full event. It was held on the theme “Role of Media in the Law-making process:
Precedents, History and the Contemporary State of Media” under the ambit of
its annual festival ‘Chanakya’' 2021°.

The panel was constituted by Adv. Pallavi Pratap (Advocate-on-Record,
Supreme Court of India), Ms. Jyoti Yadav (Multimedia Journalist, The Print) and
Dr. Santosh Kumar Upadhyay (Asst. Professor, Law Centre-Il,faculty of law, DU).
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HEALTH SYSTEM OF BHARAT

Kanchan Kumar
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

The Lord sometimes challenges us, and this time as corona pandemic. This pandemic has exposed our broken
health system. Bharat healthcare is a illusion, even though we call ourselves as a welfare society but here is
only 30% public and 70% private where 80% people do not have any protection for health out of the pocket
expense is as high as 62%. Government's must prioritise human care as being as important as all other sectors
in order to build more human economies that work for everyone, not just a fortunate few. As of now with public
spending at 1.13% of GDP, and huge shortage of healthcare workers particularly nurses and midwives. Policy
moves, schemes and plans appear like a sound in emptiness. Day by day the gap between rich and poor are
widen and it can't be resolved without deliberate inequality-busting policies. The fact is 85% of the population
cannot afford high-cost, corporate private health care. Even with avowedly 12 crore card holders under
Ayushman Bharat,only 1.27 crore people have taken advantage of the scheme.

India's nursing workforce is about 2/3 of its health workforce, Its ratio of 1.7 nurses per thousand population is
43% less than the World health organisation norm; it needs 2.4 million nurses to meet the norm. The low number
of nurses, the sector is dogged by structural challenges that lead to poor quality of training, inequitable
distribution and non-standardised practices. Per se, 91% of the nursing education institutions are private and
weakly regulated. Besides, India also has dynamic pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries; world-class
scientists, including a burgeoning clinical trials industry and leading hospitals that attract foreign patients and
treat its better-off citizens. Yet government of India and health ministry and his officials agree that the country
faces persistent and daunting public health challenges, particularly for the poor. According to" GLOBAL
HUNGER INDEX" India's position is 94th out of 107 countries. There is a vicious cycle here; not getting adequate
amount of food, it leads to malnutrition and several diseases.

We know that our most of the population reside in rural areas and they have limited source of income. so, they
have been more susceptible and vulnerable from the ailments. So need of the hour is firstly; public
infrastructure(hospitals) must be penetrate at the ground level and reduce rely on private hospitals as much as
possible. And we need robust and effective public health act or fragmented health sector(primary, secondary
and tertiary)needs to be unite along with the reforms. Secondly, Private sector must be regulated and their profits
should capped in the time of emergency. Also needs to be increase insurance coverage with low premium,
especially for seniors citizens. Thirdly; increase Mid-day meal scheme at overarching level, with nutritional food.
Because Honourable supreme court linked right to food with right to life(Article 21 of the Indian constitution) so,
as a welfare state there is a unflinching support for all people. It's became government responsibility to help each
and every person at every level.

Last but not the least “one size fits all” approach will not work. Because a huge country with huge population, all
people have different-different kind of immune system and have illnesses. So, goverment must increase and
propagate "MIXOPATHY" at comprehensive way and primary health care should receive three times more
allocation in the budget. Doctor and paramedic strength should be doubled merely on the basis of population
increase. Because when the pandemic arrived. National health profile 2019 data showed that there were an
estimated 0.55 government hospital beds for 1000 people, which is comparatively low and the situation was
even worse in rural areas.

So in summation, | would like to conclude saying that if we want to merge Bharat with India then we have to work
on these core issues as soon as possible. India and Bharat could be only referred as one when these problems
will be solved. Otherwise it will represent two different societies within a country.




INDIA CLAIM TO SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE UNITED
NATION

Arpit Gaur
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

United Nations Security Council or UNSC is one of the six organs of the United Nations, established
under the UN charter. The primary objective of the UNSC is to maintain international peace and
security. It looks into matters related to disputes and settlements among the countries. The UNSC has
fifteen members all of which there are five permanent and ten non-permanent members. The United
States, the United Kingdom, China, Russia, and France are the five permanent members. Of the ten
non-permanent members, each year, five are elected for two years. All these years the number of UN
member countries has quadrupled from 51 to 193. Post-Cold War, the member countries have been
pursuing the expansion of the UN Security Council.

" India is one of the founding members of the United Nations but at that time it was under British rule as
= well as economically backward. With its improving economic conditions, rising GDP, India has been
- eying the permanent membership of the Security Council for a long time. A permanent member is
expected to provide its support to the UNSC in all aspects to maintain international law and order.
Though this doesn't mean the member has to possess nuclear weapons, it must have a strong military
trained at par with the international standards, the reforms in the membership of the LINSC have to be
backed by the LIN General Assembly.

In a bid to pursue its membership, India allied with Brazil, Japan, and Germany to give momentum to
its campaign for a permanent seat in the UN. These countries decided to get a push through a United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) resolution in 2005 which initially gained momentum but backfired
| later. This move was doomed as a result of many factors. Due to the lack of consensus among the |
~ African countries regarding its representative for UNSC, there wasn’t a single representation from the
African continent, the strained relations between China and Japan is another factor for the backfiring
of the resolution. The Indian government has been actively taking forward this matter at the United
Nations General Assembly meeting, summit level interactions, and during the visits of top global leaders
and diplomats of foreign countries. The efforts bore fruit with almost 200 members of the United Nations
agreeing to the negotiations in the wordings of the document that called for reforming the Security

. Council.

The UNGA has decided to commence negotiations in the 70th UNGA session. The framework
document was circulated in 2015 after extensive consultations, to serve as a sound basis for the next
stage of consultations. Different countries have submitted written and detailed opinions, as wells as
suggestions, on issues such as regional representation, veto, categories of memberships, working of
the Security Council, and its relationship with the General Assembly. The major setback was from the
US, China, and Russia who expressed their opinions out of the framework document. This meant that
these countries were not much keen to pace up the discussions.

This was a shock for India, which had always believed that it has support from these countries in one
or the other form. Although the US and Russia claimed to stand by their verbal support for India’s
membership, there was no sound basis of the same, France favored the inclusion of India and the other
G4 (Brazil, Germany, and Japan) countries along, with a representative from Africa in the permanent
council and expansion of the non-permanent members in the UNSC.




Many experts have claimed India’s efforts to be futile in terms of getting the membership of the UNSC.
But India along with all the other members of the LIN must be more innovative in bidding its proposals.
In the bid to back a permanent seat, the G-4 nations have compromised on their veto power, the claim
for which will be suspended for fifteen years or so. India’s position on the Non-Proliferation Treaty and
its border disputes with China and Pakistan are considered roadblocks to its permanent members.The
India-US nuclear deal was bound to give recognition to India’s nuclear status, but India’s non-NPT
status is acting as a major barrier to India’s entry into the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group (NSG) and Missile
Technology Control Regime (MTCR). It is the permanent members of the UN who have the power to
handle international security-related issues. This lack of democracy in the UNSC has a direct effect on
multilateral relations. In the past, the UNSC was unable to handle the issues of Libya and Syria
effectively. In case, meaningful reforms are brought about in the LINSC, they would help resolve the
global challenges.

India’s economy is developing at a rapid pace and has an important role to play in international affairs.
India’s claim to permanent membership is Justified by the fact that the Indian army is the largest
contributor to the United Nations’ peace-keeping missions across the world. Besides, India’s foreign

. policy speaks volumes about its ideology regarding world peace, As a member of the UNSC, it will be
.| able to contribute in a better way to global concerns. Also, getting the developing countries on the board
- will be helpful for the LINSC to understand and deal with the issues related to the economies in a better

way. Although the road to the permanent seat in the UNSC is not smooth, efforts must be continued

. from India's end to push this deal further.

To conclude we must look at some facts before we claim a seat as a permanent member of the LIN
Security Council. When United Nations was formed, the permanent members were selected based on |
them being strong (in a militaristic sense), economically vibrant, and capable of displaying international
influence. India, during the 1940s, would not have met any of these criteria. But even now India is not

powerful enough, its economy is not close to being at par with other permanent members and simply §
adding another country (and thus adding another veto) would make things very complicated. There is

_ always a preference towards selecting economically developing countries that are more highly

-

A

developed in terms of standard of living, life expectancy, general health, education, etc. to provide a
certain level of stability and create and maintain and display a certain standard. Moreover, India must
modernize its military to become at par with the military of the other superpowers to claim a permanent
seat in the UN Security Council. India was elected to the UN Security Council with 184 of the total 192
votes. A member country needs a two-thirds majority of votes in the General Assembly to become a

- non-permanent member. This is the eighth time India has been elected as a non-permanent member.




SOFT POWER AND INDIA

Ashutosh Kumar
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College
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"Soft Power" - Isn't it a weird concept ? | mean the mixture of the two term - 'power, which sounds something
influential and dangerous, against which we can not go, and on the other hand the term 'soft' sounds totally
opposite and peaceful. But interestingly this weird concept is so common and has its huge relevance in
International relations. Power simply means the ability to get or influence the outcomes in our favour. Historically,
in world politics hard power was the only source for countries to get what they want. But after the various
developments of 20 century, and particularly after the replacement of world politics with Global politics, the world
got a new source of influencing the outcomes in their favour. It is the "Soft Power." Soft power is simply the ability
of a country to become the champion of its ‘'wants' in a coercion free manner. Countries generally use this to
achieve its foreign policy objectives. Joseph Nye, the originator of the concept proposed three pillars of soft
power: Political Value, Culture and Foreign Policy.

In International Relations, every country wants to acquire as much soft power as possible, because it's something

¥ for which we don't have to go against human rights, do violence, make a horrific history, or any other negative
~ action. There are some indices which rank countries as per their soft power. One of them is Brand Finance's
~ + Global Soft Power Index 2021. It ranked Germany as 1st, USA as 6th (1stin 2020), China as 8th & India as 36th.

places, people's ideology and views, poverty conditions, infrastructures, experiences of tourists in the country,
behaviour of citizens in foreign countries, economy, cinema industries, no. of international celebrities (in the field
of politics, sports, art, etc), performance of the country in international events etc. Apart from this | believe Hard
Power (primarily military power) also has indirect role in determining a country's soft power. Actually everything
that can 'attract' or "irritate’ a human being has its role in determining a country's soft power. And that's the
reason why USA is the superpower of the world. As its soft power has a significant contribution in its power bank.
After the world wars USA's economy was growing impressively and this was the period when USA raise its voice
for decolonisation.

r Aactors that determines a country's soft power include culture, political values, foreign policy, cleanness in public

Later victory in Cold War and its expansion in globalised era again gave extra points to US. All such events
attracted the world. It regularly improved USA's image and other countries started following the US. USA has
gone a long way to construct its soft power. But the thing to remember is that acquiring soft power is so
challenging and hard but lossing it is so easy. USA too loose some of it's soft power due to the recent events of
Capitol hill, handling of pandemic situation and questions on president's elections. Perhaps these were the
reason which led to the shrink in its rank in soft power index from 1st to 6th. We saw how much relevant soft
| power is, and how US has achieved this milestone. India being the largest democracy and culturally richest
country, lets talk over some of the points regarding India's soft power. These are as follows:

India's culture & history: India is a country with one of the oldest, Indus Valley civilization. We have the historical
epic Mahabharata, Ramayana, etc. We had Chanakya, Arthashastra, Vaishali (which is believed to be world's
first Republic). India has given birth to oldest religion, Hinduism and also to the Buddhism. International yoga
day is a India's gift to the world. There are many many such examples that yell out India's great history and
cultural richness.
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LargestTDemocracy: India is the world's largest democracy with 911 million eligible voters (2019). During the
2019 Lok Sabha elections India experienced 67% voters turnout. Whereas USA (role model for democracy)
experienced 66.9% voters turnout, which is comparatively lower than India's turnover.

Diversity: India is one of the most religiously and ethnically diverse nation in the world. It's the home to almost
world's all religions, various castes, linguistic groups, tribal groups etc.

Cinema: In the field of cinema, India have Bollywood, Tollywood, TV serials, web series etc. Interestingly our
cinema industry, primarily Bollywood is so influential that its fans are spread all over the world. Once our former
Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, said "l find wherever | go in Middle East, in Africa, people talk about Indian
films." On an average India produces 2,000 films every year. Hence, Bollywood is powerful, it has immense soft
power.

Cricket: Cricket is the another source of soft power to India. As India has a very strong presence and great
performance in cricket field. We have the man with three double centuries, Rohit Sharma; we have M. S. Dhoni
with helicopter shot; we have Virat Kohli with world record of being fastest batsman; we also have the god of

cricket, Sachin Tendulkar. There are many other players who have a huge fan following across the world. People |

follow Indian cricketers extensively, and that's the soft power of Indian Cricket.

Medical Tourism: India's medical tourism is in itself a source of increasing India's influence around the world. In
2017, more than 4 lakh patients visited India to seek medical care. The city of Chennai has come to known as
the healthcare capital of India. Apart from this our medicines, particularly Ayurveda has also attracted people

“ towards India.
'i + Foreign policy: I will not go into the depth. But | will broadly mention three points regarding India's foreign policy:
N
Non Alignment: India was one of the few pioneers of NAM, and it adopted non alignment policy during
the cold war period and made efforts to maintain peace and world order. Still India is a part of NAM which
now has various other objectives too.
No First Use: India is a nuclear armed country. But it has adopted 'no first use' policy, which shows India's

commitment for a peaceful world order.

India's Vaccine Diplomacy: The initiative of Vaccine Maitri by Indian government is being praised all over
the world. We have provided vaccines to over 75 Nations, it's more than 640 lakh doses. Recently UN
chief said "India's vaccine production capacity is an asset to the world." In fact Brazil's President express
his gratitude on twitter, by uploading a picture of Lord Hanuman and says to PM Modi "dhanyavaad" for
the supplying of “sanjeevni booti" (the vaccine) against the corona virus. It is the Vaccine Diplomacy
which is currently boosting India's image around the world and strengthening its soft power.

India, with great strategies and plannings is moving forward to its progress. It's acquiring importance in the global
politics. Also because it has great soft power capabilities. Though, | believe still India doesn't have the global
image that it deserves. We have lots of good things but still in many places India hassa image of 'country of
poverty'. Why is it so ? In my view it's because of the various international reports that shows India at low rank
in developmental indices and at high rank in negative indices. Of course its true that still we haven't defeated
| poverty, and still there are many shortcomings in India. But these shortcomings are not enough to justify the
negative image that India has in many places. Gradually, India is developing and also improving its global image.
But this needs our support, support of its own citizens in constructing India's image as a global leader. We also
need to analyse various indices before blindly believing on it. At last, | would like to end up my article with a note
that "l believe together we can strengthen India's soft power around the globe, the power that India is Entitle to."




ASEAN CENTRALITY KEY TO QUAD SUCCESS

Vidit Baya
Bennett University

With the inclusion of Australia in the 2020 Malabar Exercise, India, Japan, Australia, and the United
States of America have restored their quadrilateral engagement in the Indo-Pacific. The European
powers like France, Germany, and the United Kingdom have begun to show interest to join the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad). The proposition to expand the group and incorporate the
member states of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) is crucial for the success of
Quad. The South-East Asia region in the Indo-Pacific is strategically and geographically important. It is
advocated that Quad must expand to a ‘Quad-plus system’ by including the member nations of ASEAN.
This region has been gaining a lot of significance due to the layers of the turmoil created by China in
the South China Sea (SCS); which also forms the main arc of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI);
President Xi Jinping’s dream project.

This essay argues that the Quad’s presence in South East Asia has little to offer. It makes countries of
the region apprehensive about the genesis of a new power bloc. Numerous International Organizations
have long argued that ASEAN as a bloc has long strived for its centrality and aura in the region. For
India, peace, and harmony in the South China Sea and the Indo-Pacific are instrumental in its Act-East
Policy, which is the core of India’s cooperation and commitment in the Indo-Pacific. India has reiterated
the need for ‘ASEAN centrality and unity. The Act East Policy is gaining traction. Difficult to ignore,
even within Quad member nations, the notion or perspective of the Indo-Pacific differs and, whether
the China factor can push the hardliner approach towards a softer stand are of imminent concern.

Former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, in August 2007 during his address to the Indian
Parliament,spoke about the “confluence of two seas”, during which he attempted to outline his strategy
for the Indo-Pacific. Abe posited that “Japan and India had a shared responsibility, as maritime nations
located at the opposite edges of the two seas, to ensure the maintenance of peace and prosperity
anchored by democratic principles.” The officials from India, Japan, Australia, and the United States, in
November 2017, met on the sidelines of the ASEAN and East Asia Summit in Manila. It was an attempt
to revive the quadrilateral dialogue that ceased in 2007, with Australia pulling out from the bloc
ostensibly due to Chinese pressure. The core objective of the Quad is to create a security framework
for the maintenance of a rules-based order on the broader theme of a ‘free and open Indo-Pacific’ in
' areas of maritime security, trade, and surveillance against the backdrop of a growing aggressive
China. The core issues are - freedom of navigation and overflight in the maritime commons, respect
for international law, boosting connectivity, maritime security, the North Korean threat and non-
proliferation, and terrorism.

It has been troublesome to get the member nations of ASEAN on the same page especially in the areas
of maritime security and military surveillance due to varying perspectives and priorities on the issue
among the member nations. The regional architecture of the Indo-Pacific is complex and thus difficult
for the bloc to counter the expansionist policies of China and pour support to the concept of the Indo-
Pacific as outlined by the powers of the world. Observers and reports have outlined that “the South
East Asian countries prefer an inclusive regional architecture, engaging as many regional stakeholders
as possible”.

Countries like Vietnam, Indonesia, and Singapore have increasingly started embracing the idea of the
Indo-Pacific but others like Cambodia, the Philippines, and Malaysia have continued to refrain from
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expressing this conceptualization. The Quad comprises the United States, Japan, India, and Australia,
four of the world’s largest democracies which makes them a very big power in the region. ASEAN for
along time has been critical of being overshadowed and its significance being hijacked by the formation
of the military alliance in an already vulnerable and highly sensitive region like the South China Sea
and the Korean Peninsula. The Quad alliance though has the potential to counter the military
playground that has been created in the South China Sea but this will deteriorate the relations with
ASEAN members. The power politics and rivalries will create a vacuum of distrust and something in
which China is keen on firmly placing its leg. The political divide will dilute the centrality of the region
thus keeping the Quad far from realizing its goal of a ‘free and open Indo-Pacific’. Supporting the Code
of Conduct (CoC) will keep the Quad in the good eyes and on the safer side of the discourse. During
the Delhi Declaration, India stressed the centrality of ASEAN and urged them to “conclude a
substantive and effective CoC consistent with universally recognized principles of international law and
the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) at the earliest opportunity.”

For the success of Quad without the dilution of ASEAN centrality, New Delhi has to step in aggressively.
India has to avoid walking the diplomatic tightrope. Rather, it needs to be open to its ideals and
endeavors. It has to signal its commitment to the Indo-Pacific and focus its efforts to deepen ties with
regional players to enhance the maritime architecture of the region. The world respects strength and it
has been quite evident since World War I. Given the fact that India has long been a strong supporter
of ASEAN centrality and it being a key pillar to its Act East Policy, India can navigate the Quad in a way
to not create further apprehensions or a dilemma of thoughts within the stakeholders.
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BOOK REVIEW ON ‘A GOD WHO HATES WOMEN’

Aleena T Sabu
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

| had chosen to write about Dr. Majid Rafizadeh’s phenomenal novel ‘A God Who Hates Women’'. It is
a beautiful yet tragically moving story of a woman caught in a patriarchal household. It takes us back
to the times when women were seen as commodities sold off in markets. The choice was a word that
women could not even imagine. The story highlights the life of the author's mother, how she lived
through oppression. This story forms around the background of a civil war. The novel throws light on
the cruelties faced by women in a patriarchal society. The story begins with a short background of how
the author’s grandmother was born. It later shows the birth of the author’s mother which turned out to
be a disgrace for her mother, since she expected a baby boy. The story continues with the atrocities
faced by his mother at her own home and how she was forcefully married to a man who abused her at
all chances he got. The book talks about the irony of life and the cruel side of patriarchy, how women
carry it down more than men.

Religion and politics were not treated as two different entities by the people of Syria, Iran, and Irag.
They had held religion so much close to their heart, that it was even involved in their politics. Political
decisions were made in the name of god. People were abused in inhumane ways in the name of
religion. It shows quite a different side of how far our modernity and education has not evolved in
countries like these. Citizens of the nations could never really trust one leader to be liberated from his
religious entity, each leader had their approach to religion, and people were forced to select someone
who was less cruel than the other. The question of a good and humane leader was out of choice.

The book is set against the backdrop of a series of political tension in Syria and Iran. The author and
his family have moved from Syria to Iran a couple of times and the book shows the difference in the
culture in both countries vividly. The book shows how much political leaders are influenced by religion
and how they kill people cruelly who go against them, the author’s father was one such victim. Maybe
the author might have also got the influence from his father but in a much better way. The author was
the founder of an organization on human rights that reported cases of human cruelty. The author’s
father has a very interesting character, he on the one side focuses on how modern our thinking should
be in various aspects of life except in the equal treatment of women as he had always abused his wife.
His character was rather paradoxical.

But one of the most important things that the book has left out is that it hasn’t brought into consideration
the larger issues faced by the people. The author has merely had an interview with the close members
of his family and friends. And so, we cannot say that the book speaks about the whole of Syria. After
certain parts of time in the book, it fails to show the feelings of Amira, the author’'s mother. How she felt
about religion, her passion, and how she lied to herself to live for her children. The author’s life has
been glossed over for most parts and it talks from the perspective of the author while the book was
about his mother.

The major concept the book focuses is on the patriarchy and how it has broken down the women of the
household. Book spoke about how women were cut off from the world of pleasure and desire, forced
into submission. Another novel aspect of the book is that it also talks about men abusing younger boys.
Young boys were raped by elderly men in remote areas of Iran.

The book is set in a time when abuse was seen as very common. People dominated over the weaker
ones and religion was to be respected and those who don’t respect religion were also abused too. lItis
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set in a completely different timeline concerning religion or equality between men and women. But we
cannot completely say that patriarchy has been wiped out from our modern-day world. Across the
timelines, we had only grown one step closer to lower its impact on the people.

We might live in a secular world today but that does not mean that everyone among us is cosmopolitans
in nature. But one thing that has drastically changed is the number of people who believe that women
are to be respected and given equal rights as men. They believe that women must not only be seen as
homemakers but also as potential doctors, engineers, civil servants, and all the more. This change in
perspective had given rise to many feminist movements across the world. There are almost 3 waves of
feminism, where each wave concentrated on the various aspects of a women'’s lifestyle. The world we
live in has become so much more complicated with time; one person is not solely now identified with
his/her religious aspects but with things they would want to relate to. Identities matter a lot in the world
we live in, these identities connect us with similar people to share the same feelings and aspirations.

Something that we can always find common in all the stories we hear are the sufferings of women and
not men, why were women just seen as fragile and homemakers? The ones that needed to stay at
home and look after the children? Weren't we equal beings with different biological systems? Why
wasn’'t marital rape unlawful in countries across the world? Why were people so focused on their
religious identities? Why didn’t time make a difference in the modernization of the Asian countries?
These were a few of the questions which kept disturbing my mind. | hope one day comes where women
will be as free as men. A world where we all are equals.
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JUST THE OBVIOUS

Satyam Bhardwaj
L.N. Mithila University

Sometimes, we may feel we should write something for people to read so that they get a sense of what
we’re going through or thinking about. But the apathy we witness sometimes from the very same people
doesn’t allow us to tell our stories- they may disregard us, pass by without reading the issue, which led
our view go unnoticed. This may sound like some random rambling so let's give this generalisation
some weight:

Our country which is immensely obsessed with glamour has this ever pervasive propensity to overlook
grave issues, like what happened in Assam and Bihar- 4 million people destroyed by floods- because
that’s the trend here; it happens every year. People dying due to lack of medication which is a norm in
the country. And as we know... poverty and misery haven'’t the traction people in this age of virtuality
crave for. That's why the appeal is for scintillating, eye-catchy drama and not poignant predicaments.

Lately, we have earned this godly nature to pour our heartfelt sympathies on a beggar’s picture
circulating on social media- stories of patients being denied ambulances- small girl children being
raped- women suffering violence but for some unknown reasons, suffer the dearth of motivation to
guestion- why these all happen, why our people still are not able to acquire two meals a day, why more
and more youths are being rendered unemployed, why states like Bihar severely lack in medical and
educational facilities, why a casteist mentality still persists, why a bridge built with crores collapses
within months, why corruption is ingrained in most of Indian minds, why the role of electorate should be
limited to voting and in nothing after that.

This social media- a socialized form of scam- has reduced us to mere decadents with lesser space for
empathy. We've been surreptitiously made to digitise our integrity and commitment to our land. And in
return we’ve been thrown into the inessential business of religion.

We all know that the fast paced urban centric development has left rural land ailing. Capitalism seems
more alluring as it puts us in a habit of monetizing things and because money is the driving force in our
great capitalist world so we like and promote it. Unfortunately, even the survivors have muted
themselves; rarely do we see protests in villages for better roads, electricity and other amenities. In a
nutshell....the point is that our established democracy at our roots- into our villages where 70% of our
population reside- is shaky. Yes, on the face of it, it's well established institutionally but it's not being
wholly practised by people. Unless we inculcate democratic precepts more strongly- by democratic
precepts | mean the values which can’t be bought with Rs 500 in elections- and accentuate rural
priorities, the proper and complete development of our country would be nebulous. Gandhi ji had once
said “The future of India lies in its villages". We're a great country with a glorious past and have the
potency to surpass any other country. We shouldn’t lose any chance to improve and strengthen
ourselves, our morality and principles.
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JHOULD FREEDOM BE PREPARED IN A POLITICAL
MANNER?

Kamna Sagar
Jawaharlal Nehru university

Seemingly, for a resident, one of the significant articulations of the right to opportunity is to turn out to
be politically cautious, less for personal circumstance yet for the aggregate interest of securing India's
vote-based ethos. One could view this as a positive part of opportunity since it depends on the
psychological ability to fundamentally assess the public authority's presentation, which has a limited
obligation to ensure the ethos.

Political carefulness, consequently, is tied in with keeping the ruler on top of the vote-based system
that will empower residents to lead an existence without preposterous requirements. It would imply that
individuals' political watchfulness should emphasize that political force remains careful from its self-
assertive use, both against a person just as the aggregate basic great. The feeling of residents' self-
esteem depends not on the electors' lack of concern to permit a lawmaker to underestimate the
previous. At the same time, the last take choices to change the loyalties. Electors in a majority rule
government are required to understand the expense they need to pay for developing a "subservient"
mentality, which recommends that residents’ popularity-based presence relies upon the kindness of the
lawmakers.

Q Political watchfulness, which has a psychological premise, should be morally dynamic against the

public authority that consistently blunders on numerous fronts like neediness, joblessness, social and

« collective congruity. There is a disturbing level of individuals' withdrawal from political cautiousness. It

L
-

-
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is clear from the discretionary force that the government officials and the lawmakers have utilized on
the latest occasions. The other part of the statement of opportunity has been calling as unfavorable.

2 What must essentially perceive the negative aspect of opportunity regarding the failure to practice

opportunity to be careful? It includes the ability to force unfreedom on oneself. It very well may be called
self-brought about requirements.

- Withdrawal from the governmental issues of being watchful isn't brought by lethargy or weakness.

Indeed, itis a deliberate imperative created by primary conditions. For instance, we have run over some |

'+, city councillors and panchayat raj individuals who have declined to turn out to be either chairman in the

main case and sarpanch in the second. This withdrawal is because these individuals' agents need

' material, social and social capital. The articulations, for example, "running the state or government isn't

our business," "challenging decisions have gotten more costly even in the saved supporters,” are
demonstrative of this withdrawal condition. Lots of opportunity or withdrawal from an interventionist

~ legislative issue prompts two issues for the vote-based system. Such abstemiousness allows such an

extensive amount of opportunity to the administrators and lawmakers that the last has been
appreciating a limitless chance to change gatherings and join governments. Second, it also
recommends that the residents escape from assuming liability to be politically careful.

Most of the citizens discover a departure course in the mainstream authority given in the Indian
Constitution. Every individual who has the democratic proper credits famous authorization to the elites
who would then practice political force. Such authority is a sort of trust and, subsequently, has a moral
power instead of a corrective ability to practice viable control on those lawmakers. The last enjoy failing
on the overall guarantees that which made at the hour of the political decision. In any case, the
individuals who break this trust practically consistently only from time to time get addressed by
individuals with some level of political cautiousness.
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This should compel us to secure basic comprehension of the basic idea of the majority rules system.
This redefinition of the majority rules system has gotten significant in the setting where the logical
inconsistency between mainstream authorization and the penetration of trust frames this authorization's
actual premise. What, like this, becomes crucial inside this structure is the majority rules system's
method and not the regulating popular government. Regarding the process, the re-decisions might be
less shocking, yet they are frightful on moral grounds. Gatherings that are liable for designing such
deformities don't alter their way of living; they enjoy vicariously such created absconding despite what
might be expecting. The inquiry is, should individuals leave such debasement of popular government
unattended?

It is uncalled to consider the Constitution liable for the self-requirement or withdrawal condition that
individuals themselves cause. We need to understand that opportunity is given in the Constitution, yet
this arrangement is a fundamental condition and not an adequate condition. For opportunity
becomes when a functioning resident or an office practices it. To gain the attitude of political
carefulness relies upon both the necessary and adequate conditions. The continuous fights that are
going on against the public authority's transition to privatize the central parts of the nation's monetary
existence can be viewed as a silver coating.
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WE WILL NOT FORGET UNTIL THE END OF THE
WORLD

Jyotsna Tywal
Kirorimal College

The unfaltering drumming echoes in my senses,
to get a hold of the horrendous plight.
A symbolic act to drive out the evil and fight.

The usual roster for the evenings,
in practice for the past two months.
Since the sovereignty of our land
encountered several bumps.

The freedom to express now requires permission.
Is this why they longed, our “submission”?

Their abusive clout has caged many innocents.
Justifying their actions and spouting absurd reasons,
resulting in the civilians dissent.

Various campaigns and movements,
cause an uproar in the citizen’s rage.
The three finger salute connoting
solidarity as the message.

The bloodshed and crackdown further heightened the strife.
Bruised and swollen faces disclosing the tragedy of life.

Tear brimmed eyes hopeful for jubilation.
But is it going to be nothing, but a delusion?

Our firm stand is not going to be in vain.
We must win, we must hail!




BOOK REVIEW: THE DOCTOR AND THE SAINT

Diksha Spolia
S.G.T.B Khalsa College

Arundhati Roy’s The Doctor and the Saint: The Ambedkar-Gandhi Debate—Caste, Race and
Annihilation of Caste was originally written as an introduction to an annotated version of Annihilation of
Caste. As Roy explains in the preface to this book, “The Doctor and the Saint looks at the practice of
caste in India, through the prism of the present as well as the past.” This book is an education, especially
for those like me who are vaguely anti-caste but have never done the hard work of learning and
understanding. It illustrates just how narrow, how privileged the lens of the liberal elite in India is, and
how we perpetuate the same cycles of violence against the deliberately silenced or preferably unheard.
Ambedkar defined caste as an endogamous unit, an enclosed class. On the other occasion, he
described the system as an ascending scale of reverence and descending scale of contempt. There
cannot be more degrading system of social organisation than the caste system. It is the system that
deadens, paralyses and cripples the people from helpful activity.He also responded Gandhiji by saying
‘I have no homeland. No untouchable worth the name will be proud of this land”.

The Doctor and the Saint is an analytical essay of the conflict between Gandhi and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
on the subject of “untouchability.” Ambedkar, himself a member of the “untouchable (now called Dalit)”
Mahar caste, emerged as an outspoken champion of untouchable rights and clashed with Gandhi, who
claimed the mantle of untouchable leadership for himself. In 1934, an organization of progressive high
caste Hindus asked Ambedkar to address their gathering. However, they withdrew the invitation after
reading the text of his remarks. Ambedkar then published the address as The Annihilation of Caste.
Ambedkar argued that since Hinduism is irredeemable, the only way for untouchables to find justice
would be the elimination of the religion, which would destroy the caste system in its entirely and allow

India to reconstruct society on an egalitarian basis that provides equal opportunity to all. %

Roy correctly asserts that Mahatma Gandhi failed to eradicate untouchability in India. It is indeed alive
and well. She accurately portrays the wave of violent attacks conducted against Dalit activists around
the country, and the pervasive prejudice and discrimination that continue to infest Indian society.l beg
to differ with Roy on certain grounds:

The issue of Gandhi’s Mahatmahood. The writer saw Gandhi’s claim to be the representative of the
untouchables as a sign of him actually believing in his Mahatmahood. For her, a Bania can never |
represent or speak for the Dalits. Ambedkar and only Ambedkar could be the rightful leader of the
untouchables by virtue of his own caste origins. Going by that logic one fails to understand how she
can herself claim to speak for Ambedkar, Dalits and of course tribals. Even the writer of the essay
herself refers to Gandhi as the saint in the title. However, one voice that is absent here is Gandhi’s
Himself. He had said-‘| deny being a visionary. | do not accept the claim of saintliness. | am of the earth,
earth. | am prone to as many weaknesses as you are. But | have seen the world. | have lived in the
world with my eyes open.’

Taking a note on “racism”, writer criticises Gandhi for his supposedly racist views about the Blacks, she
makes no mention of Ambedkar’s views about Blacks even for the sake of pretended fairness in
comparing the two. In addition she goes totally silent on Ambedkar’s views about the tribals. This brings
me to the conclusion that the book ‘The Doctor and the Saint’ is part of the unfortunate but
continuing tendency to see Gandhi and Ambedkar as two sides of a see-saw. So for one to go up, the
other has to be pulled down. This is what the writer is trying to do here. True she tries to balance things




a bit by praising Gandhi’'s views about modernity and industrialisation. But the inherent bias in her
choice of quotations and events used to criticise Gandhi cannot be missed at all. | agree that history
has been relatively unfair on Ambedkar. But to undo that, we can’t start being unfair to Gandhi. They
probably unknowingly agreed on many issues as is apparent from the quotation above. The existence
of a middle ground between the two has been pointed out my many scholars. Instead of seeing them
as two sides of a see-saw we must visualise a plateau that both have to climb. Gandhi climbed it earlier
which perhaps gave the impression of him actually occupying a saintly peak. But now is the time for
Ambedkar to rise and stand with Gandhi side by side on top of the plateau. There is enough to learn
from both of them.

At the end | would suggest to give this book an intensive reading as it provides intriguing information
on the atrocities on dalit , it explains how Ambedkar as a social political champion fought for the rights
of the masses who were and still are deliberately silenced. | would like to end by quoting Ambedkar
“Dalit aspiration are a breach of peace. Annihilation of caste is a breach of peace.”
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A LOOK AT POLITICS

Disha Wadhwani
P.G.D.A.V. College

Why are there so many rules and regulations, when our political leaders call our country ‘free'? Why is
there discrimination based on religion and caste, when our country is 'secular'? Why is the literacy rate
of females just 59.3 % when they are entitled to the full exercise and equal enjoyment of the right to
education? Why are the number of child labour in India 10.1 million of which 5.6 million are boys and
4.5 million are girls when we have laws that prohibit child labour? why do most people tend to have a
cynical view (eg. all politicians are corrupt and are in it for themselves) where we the people only elects
these politicians as representatives? Such questions compel us to think about politics.
Why do such problems arise? What is the solution to such problems?

Lack of awareness is the most fundamental answer to these questions according to my knowledge.
Politics is all about awareness that's why politics matter. We can’t run away from Politics because
politics is within us. From large organisations to small groups, politics is everywhere and that's why
politics need to matter. Politics is the answer to all our problems. The word "politics” seems complicated
and is often understood in not a very good way. Sometimes, we hear people saying that "l stay away
from Politics", "Politics is not my cup of tea", "There's so much politics here" etc etc. But | feel politics
is a simple word and has a very humble meaning.

What is Politics ?

According to Aristotle, "Politics is a noble activity in which men decide the rules they will live by and the
goals they will collectively pursue."Politics is concerned with formulating policies and implementing
such policies that results in welfare and development of the society, unites the country, taking care of
the weaker and underdeveloped sections of the society and providing them the opportunities to grow.
Politics is the instrument through which we can achieve all the goals enshrined in the constitution.

Chanakya was a 4th-century BC Indian political philosopher. The Arthashastra provides an account of
the science of politics for a wise ruler, policies for foreign affairs and wars, the system of a spy state
and surveillance and economic stability of the state.

Why do Politics matter?

Politics matter because it is the instrument of growth, development and betterment of society. It affects
everyone's daily lives in some way or another. It's not the most glamorous of subjects but government
plays a huge role in our daily lives. Politics matter because having knowledge of politics makes us an
informed voter. As young people especially, we need to stand up for what we believe in. We need to
care about politics because they concern us more than anyone.
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The decade's major movements that became strong voices of resistance - When the Arab Spring |

heralded a heady summer, the Greta effect, when the farmers marched, Uber rich to Uber Angry, How
silent is my valley( J&K and Ladakh), A fight for the constitution (CAA - Citizenship amendment act,
2019), When Nirbhaya shook the nation's conscience, Right to privacy made a fundamental right,
#metoomovement. To be good citizens and for the good of the country, politics need to matter.

"l am in politics because of the conflict between good and evil, | believe that in the end good will triumph*
- Margaret Thatcher
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A LOOK AT GLOBAL EVIRONMENTAL REGIME

Dhananjay yadav P
Delhi College Of Arts And Commerce |

The global environmental regime seeks to deal with the issues specifically related to environmental
concerns at the international level. Basically, if we see the international regime seek to preserve and
define the responsibility of member state for international issues. It might be costly to establish and
implement such a thing on a global level, so it's important to know how it is legitimate to tackle the
global environmental problem. The environment is not the subject of a singular state that’'s why it is
necessarily important to consider it as an integrated assessment to analyse global environmental
problems rather sticking to the idea of polluters pay policy. In the era of globalization where we saw
everything is interconnected so global resistance will be needed for global issues.

Despite global interconnectedness, international system need some sort of authority to regulate
environmental issues. In order to do so different countries with environmental concern stand together
to create an environmental regime. The global environmental regime are ideal for assessment on
institutional emergence, stability and changes. Our efforts to defeat poverty and pursue sustainable
development will be in vain if environmental degradation and natural resources depletion continue
unabated. If we see, these regimes types comes in the field of international studies and global politics.
So, as a student of political science we might have to aware of these things. Integrated assessment is
a methodology to analyze the global environmental problem by combining knowledge from social,
environmental and economic domains relying strongly on quantification and computer simulation.

Experts estimated that by mid-century nearly 250 million people may come under pressure to move out
because of intensifying monsoon, flooding, desertification and reduced food production. If we see the
problem of environmental degradation is itself global in nature and no matter whether a country is
developed or developing it will be difficult to generate resources in ample amount for a desirable level
of progress. For over a century, farsighted individual, organization, and occasionally government have
emphasized the dangers in wasting natural resource and have suggested conservative measures.
Unfortunately, while science was making a rapid stride in such diverse fields as ecology toxicology,
epidemiology and detection of trace quantities of contaminants, no general conception of mankind as
a constituent element of “the environment” cantered the public consciousness.

Historical evolution of international environmental law lead to regime formation; when international law
formalized and then there is sort of obligation of nation towards environmental law and so gradually
regime started forming.

Traditional era (1872 — 1972)

The growth of international concern to protect migratory wild life, marine animals and fisheries started
during 1872 itself, i.e., century before Stockholm conference but due to absence of institutional
- machinery, treaties proved to be not so effective. The first world war was the largest war in the history
of the world up until the time.Soil contamination widespread in France, leading to the declaration of the
“zone rouge” (Red zone), an area cordoned off by the government since considered unbelievable. In
terms of environmental impact, world war first was most damaging, because of landscapes changes
caused by French warfare. Digging trenches caused trampling of grassland, crushing of plants and
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animals, and churning of soil. Erosion resulted from forest logging to expand the network of
trenches.Soil structure were altered severely, and if the war was never fought, in all likelihood the
landscape would have looked very differently today. Chemical weapon are a toxic chemical which are
used to cause burning, choking, injuries, death, damage to forest, crops and wildlife.The world war had
a powerful impact on culture. It created a completely new phenomenon, environmental catastrophic
meaning concern that humans will bring about the end of the world.

Modern era (1972-1982)

The Stockholm summit has moulded the approach from just information to inspiring and guiding the
global community in being more responsible. It highlighted the principles, intended as a foundation for
future development in international environment cooperation.The action plan for human environment
consist of 109 recommendation for governmental and inter governmental action across the full range
of environmental policy issues, ranging from species conservation, forests and atmospheric and marine
pollution, to development policy, technology transfer and impact of environment on trade.

In particular, principal 21, which provides that “states have the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental policies and the responsibilities to ensure that activities
within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other states or beyond
the limits of national jurisdiction” sets forth a basic obligation, which the international court of justice
subsequently recognized as part of international law.

Thus the year 1972 was historic, because for the first time countries across the world came together to
identify and address environmental problems. It was the first international intergovernmental
conference to focus on environmental problems. It was the first major initiative from which we can trace

the global environmental regime because it set the stage for the further development of principal of
international environmental law. Several other agreements which have been early pillars of international
environmental law was associated with Stockholm conference like convention for the protection of world
culture and national heritage, prevention of marine pollution by dumping big waste and others matter,
convention on international trade in endangered species of wild fauna and flora. By end of the period
there were approx1100 International legal instruments which men fully or partially concerned with
environment. This include both binding and non-binding legal instruments.

Post-modern era (after 1992)

The Rio conference of 1992 in Brazil was second time great initiative which set a milestone in the
development of environmental regime. International community adopted Agenda 21, an unprecedented
global plan of action for sustainable development. Two main legally binding instruments were opened

for signature at the summit :- United nations framework convention on climate change and the
convention on biological diversity . The year since Rio have withessed major developments in
international environmental law and policy. The field has become more robust and more
comprehensive. International intergovernmental organizations, civil society and industry association as

well as other groups have been important participants . While much of the legacy of the 1992 Rio

- summit arose from unintended consequences and reaction to problems in multilateral cooperation, a
better outcome would be to generate processes consciously that led to coordinated Such interplay

p between multilateral and transnational action can give rise to multipronged, sector-based approaches
. to addressing complex global issues.Post -modern era are forwarding new hopes because policies
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which were formed in modern era are started implementation and apart from that different countries
take their own initiative in their own way at global level.

There are various social, economic and political challenges to the environmental regime from the
beginning itself starting from the social challenges basically if we see, the world is full of diversity. So,
acknowledging everyone with the same lens not going to work. The different cultural practices which
damage the environment somehow it also pose a threat to the regime. Cultural heterogenization will
cause some problem to environmental regime although due to globalization cultural homogenization
occur but it doesn’t occur on that scale that we can form single policy which will work for everyone. Now
the biggest political challenge was the controlling authority, it might seems that the regulating authority
will favour their own nation and their policy might not affect the functioning of their favoured nation.The
economic challenge to environmental regime is the proper funding to the authority. Actually, in the
international system no one wants to take initiative first and that's why it might be problematic one
willing to spend money on environment which again disrupt the functioning of the environmental that
no regime.

Challenge of north-south dialogue where at the initial stage south was fully abandoned. And even after
that much of efforts the nature of prevailing inequality between the two divides has questioned the
significance of North-south dialogue that took place since the early 1970s. And if we see the recent
catastrophic scenario of Covid-19 which shuts everything, when this all over every one will race for the
profit maximization to relish the damage of revenue placing the environment at stake. In the near future
the regime needs to be active as once again the public blind for materialistic development going to
make gross pollution which they are never assumed. This is also a challenge to environmental regime
to establish such law which doesn’t hinder the development process and also to ensure that those
development process will not at the cost of environment.




MALE RAPE- THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN

Anushka Gupta And Riddhi Agarwal
Ramjas College

“‘Mumbai cop rapes cab driver for refusing a ride to a red-light area” was the main headline which was
floating almost on every newspaper. For a moment it seemed like another dreadful add-on to the list of
female rape cases but the staggering truth unveils that the victim was a male cab driver who was raped
by a Railway Protection Force (RPF) constable when he was relaxing on a bench near the railway
station. This bizarre incident took place on 13th January 2020 which almost shocked the whole of the
city. As per the news report published by The Indian Express,“ The constable was booked under
sections 377 (Unnatural Sex), 394 (Voluntarily causing hurt in committing robbery), 387 (Putting person
in fear of death or of grievous hurt, to commit extortion) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)”. According to
Indian laws, men cannot be raped at all — they can only be “sodomized”, which is covered under Article
377 of the Indian Penal Code. Do you think that the justice given to the cab driver is fair enough?

As per section 375 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) rape is defined as -: A “man” is said to commit “rape”
if he:-

1. Penetrates his penis, to any extent, into the vagina, mouth, urethra, or anus of a woman or makes
her do so with him or any other person; or

2. Inserts, to any extent, any object or a part of the body, not being the penis, into the vagina, the
urethra or anus of a woman or makes her do so with him or any other person; or

3. Manipulates any part of the body of a woman to cause penetration into the vagina, urethra, anus, or
any part of the body of such woman or makes her do so with him or any other person; or

4. Applies his mouth to the vagina, anus, urethra of a woman or makes her do so with him or any other
person.

Thus, it is evident from the above definition that in India rape is considered as a gendered crime i.e.; it
is always committed by a man. It is assumed to be physically impossible for a woman to rape a man |

as it is easier for a person to forcibly penetrate a victim than a victim to face a compelled or forced 1
penetration. It's a common misconception that erection occurs only out of sexual drives.But it also out
of fear, anger, or terror. Thus experiencing an erection during rape does not mean that the victim in
some way permitted the rapist.

Male-on-male rape

According to the Uganda-based Refugee Law Project “Rape against men is an invisible crime in more
than 25 countries affected by conflict, including Libya, Chile, Greece, Iran, Kuwait, Syria, the
Democratic Republic of Congo and the Central African Republic.

Female on male rape

The belief that a woman cannot rape a man is taboo in society. As per the project report published
under the “Experiences of men forced-to-penetrate women in the U.K”, an online survey was conducted
by Dr.Siobhan Weare, where over 200 men disclosed that they have been the victim of “forced-to-
penetrate”.




Indian laws on male rape as per section 375, rape can only be done by a man. However, in 2012 the
center accepted the proposal as per the report made by The Law Commission in 2000, to replace the
word “woman” with “person” to cover all the victims. The then UPA government thus notified the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance in February 2013, which adopted a gender-neutral definition of
rape but due to strong objections raised by feminist groups, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013,
which was passed by the Lok Sabha on March 19, 2013, and the Rajya Sabha on March 21, 2013, was
reverted to the gender-specific definition of rape.

From the above data, it is evident that not only the trend of male rape has increased over a decade but
also it has become as sensitive an issue as that of female rape and over seventy- seven countries have
not only accepted male rape but also have established gender-neutral laws for rape. India could also
provide for such statistics but due to the current Indian laws and politics being played there is no way
of determining the number of male victims in India. There is a need that Indian laws should recognize
that men can be victims too and not just a rapist. Some Feminist groups consider gender-neutral law
as a threat or attack on feminism but it's a time to change the mindset of people who believe that men
are born not to cry and only women cry. The condition of a male rape victim is as pathetic and terrible
as that of a female victim. A male cannot file a case of rape against a woman just because of gender
biases, it could only be filed under sexual assault but not under rape even though the act might be the
same. The government and legislation must make amendments in the current laws to furnish ‘equal
access to justice in India’. Rape is Rape! The rapist should be punished severely irrespective of the
victim’s gender.




DEMOCRACY REDEFINED IN TODAY'’S INDIA

Anshu Banga
Gargi College

Democracy, (at least) in books, means “power of the people”. New India has a new meaning for
democracy. However, this new democracy treats everyone differently. Therefore, if you speak in
support of the Government, congratulations! You are safe. Moreover, if you are a VIP, you may even
get the security that is provided to high-risk individuals by the government. This category of citizens is
free to speak and do whatever they want, so to speak. Their lives (votes) matter. Let’s talk about another
category of citizens in New India. Beware of what you speak, what you do. Your one word against the
government can turn your life upside down or even take your life. You say a word and hundreds of
thousands of people are waiting to call you “Terrorists, Khalistanis, Tukde-Tukde gang, etc.”
Unfortunately, this category is not safe. Unfortunately, this category is not safe.

Let’'s comprehend the new meaning of Democracy:

D=Dictatorship

We all know the dictator of our country whether we want to acknowledge it or not. This authoritarian
leader of our country is fond of forming new laws without consulting the people whom the new laws are
going to affect. From the implementation of Demonetization, GST, Reading down of Article 370, CAA-
NRC, the sudden lockdown, new three farm laws, and the rush to construct Ram Mandir and the
Parliament House while the economy continuously going down due to the pandemic, the leader takes
decisions and citizens are expected to follow them blindly.

E=Economy

& The pandemic is not the sole reason for crashing down the economy. The economy had already been

weakened by years of mismanagement. Now that India is back on track, the government needs to focus
on its unemployment.

| M= Mob Lynching

We have many Deshbhakts. One of them is a bizarre politician who always comes up with his bizarre =

ideas. Recently, CM Yogi Adityanath of UP introduced the Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of |
Religion Ordinance of 2020, or say the “Love Jihad” law. It is being employed as a tool to punish Muslim |

Men. In a male-dominated society like ours, where women still live under precarious restrictions where @

women every single day face harassment, domestic violence, deal with sexist comments, and many |
other things, this law is one more attack on them. India is a country where women are taught to be
voiceless and to tolerate everything silently. Now they will have to take the government’s permission
as well on whom can they marry and who they cannot. There are also self-styled protectors of Hinduism.
They roam freely, harass people for their religion and it's not even a big deal. These protectors will
either ask you to chant “Jai Shree Ram” or lose your life. This is how minorities are being treated in
New India.

O= Objection

Again, what'’s that? Our government could afford to miss Parliament Session to control Corona Virus
but couldn’t do the same during the rallies of Bihar elections. We are living in the country to follow the
orders and we have no right to question the government.




C= Casteism

“Aaj-Kal chhua-chhut jaisa kuch nahi hota(casteism doesn’t exist today)”. We can easily find so many
people saying so. But the reality is far different. Caste-based discrimination is not only a part of history.
It still happens in India. Every day some recent cases of caste-based discrimination in India that did not
catch enough attention are:

Dalit Grooms are still not allowed to ride horses in the areas of Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Haryana because it is still considered a practice to be reserved for the upper caste men.
Dalits in UP’s Bundelkhand are not allowed to touch water and tankers servicing the upper caste.
Following the water scarcity in the area, Dalits in the village have to walk 7-8 km to fetch water from a
hand pump installed in the Dalit area as their touch pollutes the tanker for the upper caste.

R=Rape

Recently, a 50-year-old Anganwadi worker was allegedly gang-raped in a temple in Badaun of Uttar
Pradesh. Rapes in India have become so normal that this news was not startling. The startling thing
was the statement given by the member of the National Commission for Women who went to meet the
family members of the Badaun gangrape victim. Speaking to the reporters, she said, “If the victim had
not gone out alone in the evening or gone with a family member, she could have been saved.” A few
days ago, in the hearing of farmers protest, Chief Justice of India S.A. Bobde asked why women had
been kept in the farmer’s protest; they should be sent home and hence kept out of the protests.

A=Assault

Though the Indian Constitution says that all citizens have the right to freedom of speech and
expression, the question is do we really have the right? It has been quite a few days since the standup
comedian Munawar Faruqui was arrested in MP while doing his show. Faruqui, along with 4 others
were arrested on charges of passing indecent remarks against Hindu deities and Union Home Minister

Amit Shah, during a show in Indore. Police haven’t found any concrete evidence against him but he is
= still in jail for a joke he did not crack.

C= Corruption !
India has the highest bribery rate in Asia according to the Global Barometer published by Transparency

. International. However, we have the most corrupt politicians who came to power and make promises
| to make India corruption-free.

Y= Yellow Journalism
Exaggerate facts and gain TRP. This is how journalism works today. It would not be wrong on our part
if we start calling news channels “noise”.

Our Democracy is in danger. We should be worried about our democracy.




LETTING DOWN THE MASSES

Anshuman Kumar
LNCT, Bhopal
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The COVID-19 Pandemic did a thorough autopsy of India’s well-established and systematically curated
economic and social discrimination policies. When a country that boasts about being one of the largest
and the fastest-growing economies can’t give jobs to its people or at least give money in their hands in |
times of grave uncertainties like the coronavirus pandemic then it raises questions on the potential of
its policies.

There are some serious flaws in the government's policies. India has the largest number of
malnourished people in the world. Its inability to feed its people despite being one of the biggest
producers of food grains should also be attributed to the government’s policies and machinery's failure. |
People have starved during the pandemic while the government was busy playing with the balconied
middle and rich classes the game of switching off lights and lighting candles. The hardship was
exacerbated by the government’s sheer indifference towards the daily wagers and those below the
poverty line as it claimed to help them with a token amount of rupees 500 a month, which is equivalent
to what an urban Indian pays as his monthly DTH bill.

Not only in the economic sense but if someone takes a good look at the healthcare sector, rural India
has remained strangled for decades now by the lack of hospitals and mainly doctors. It was not only
during the pandemic that the ailing healthcare sector got exposed but several tragic incidents in the
recent past like the death of hundreds of children due to encephalitis in Bihar or due to lack of oxygen
in the hospital of Uttar Pradesh have been a testimony of government’s lack of concern both at the
central and state levels towards the health of general public constituting the lowest strata of the
economy. The greatness of India fades away when she can’t provide proper medication and quality
care to her people. In a system where people are offered fifteen different kinds of cold drinks but not
affordable healthcare, that system is broken.

Addressing the people of Bihar through video-conferencing in September last year before polls, PM
- Modi hailed CM Nitish Kumar for giving farmers the freedom to sell their produce to private buyers.
Interestingly, that’s the only option left to farmers in Bihar after the APMC mandi system was abolished
by Nitish Kumar’s government way back in 2006. And since then farmers in Bihar have been getting
terrible prices for their produce. Also, the government doesn’t seem interested in buying their products.
In the rabi season of 2020-21, Bihar couldn’t procure even 1% of the targeted procurement of wheat
on MSP( minimum support price). The number of procurement centres has been consistently dropping
from 9000 in 2015-16 to 1619 in 2019-20. As a result of lower procurement centres, only a small fraction
of the total farmers in the state can sell their crop at the MSP announced by the centre ; everyone else
is forced to sell to private traders at lower rates.

v
s

This is doing no good to Bihar. When PM. Modi endorses Nitish Kumar’s move of repealing the APMC
act in Bihar, he indirectly endorsed the misery and the pathetic condition of a large mass of the state
involved in agriculture. These all eventually add up to a state's already flailing economy, which lags in

‘ : possibly every development index.




THE UNHEARD CRY

Shreya Pandey
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

He was dragging the plough on his aching shoulder,
the pain in his heart was bigger than a boulder.

Devoid of hope,
his soles are cold.
He has no bread to eat,
the fat cat is ready to take his reap.

His sweat is dripping on scorching field,
but how much will he get for his yield?

His soul is in deep dark, but who cares at the top?.

They will force him to swallow the Bitter pill,
But his spirit and rage can't be killed.

If he is buried today.
Then tomorrow will be doomsday!

Clouds will be black, everyone will be attacked
Then no one can bring the time back.

Before this struggle starts,
Let us help him move his cart.
let us change the rule,
To keep his happiness and struggle apart.
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CONFLICT AND CHANGING EDUCATIONAL DISCOURSE
IN KASHMIR

Waseem Hameed
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

A child's right to education is enshrined in international law, through the convention on the rights of a
child. But in situations of conflict, education is one of the human rights which gets violated on a regular
basis.

Kashmir rightly called as the most dangerous nuclear flashpoint is not an exception. Exposure to violent
conflict is affecting the mental health and cognitive growth of learners. This conflict in Kashmir has
catastrophic consequences and it is imperative to address the psychological impact of this conflict on
student community.Also how it has sown the seeds of radicalisation , hatred, stress, insecurity, fear
psychosis, post-traumatic disorders, feeling of revenge and alienation.Due to which children are now
replacing their traditional games with war games. These war games dramatise the situation of war, in
which a player can murder and kill others using guns and bombs. Subsequently, persistent conflict in
Kashmir is adversely affecting the educational system and hampering student performance. Leaving
little hope for their academic future and making them feel exasperated . Which adds to an already high
dropout rate.

Educational attainment is compromised because of the psychological distress, often triggered by
prolonged exposure to violence. But the importance of education must enhance during times of conflict
and emancipate youth. This adverse impact of conflict in Kashmir leads to learner’s spending less time
in colleges. Which in turn affects future life prospects of the affected, including access to labour, market,
earning and health outcomes in adulthood. Which may aggravate risks associated with the outbreaks
of renewal of violent conflict. Frequent closing of schools disturbs the studies of students. On one hand
destruction of infrastructure, social institutions and markets create barriers to the supply of education.
This creates an enabling environment in which education systems can be rebuild.

On the other hand, changes in economic and social structures within families and communities,
alongside persistent insecurity create demand-side barriers. For children joining educational institutions

during and after violent conflicts. In addition to supply and side constraints, violent conflict may also |

adversely affect the incentives for education demand. Due to a myriad of factors including poverty,
adverse health shocks, low returns to education, the threat of recruitment of children and the
persistence of fear and insecurity.

At the times of conflict, if we do not take the challenge of re-orienting our people, we shall continue to
deal with the explosion of perverted minds. Lack of educational opportunity is something that these
young minds will carry from one generation to another. The negative impact on education can continue
for a long time ,even after the conflict has ended. When responsible members of the society fail to
explore our diversified talents that the society needs and we are unable to orient our human resource
in a way that it can efficiently help in re-making our nation. Then we can say that we are breeding
anti-nationals out of nationalist discourse . Who are not fit to participate actively in re-framing the destiny
of our society.

- To reform education system in Kashmir, decades of political conflict poses as a serious challenge. But

all the stakeholders need to come out of old discourses and start with a new narrative.We need to make
a paradigm shift by making our youth agents of socio-political transformation, rather than being victims
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of conflict. During these times of political upheaval only education can have a stabilising effect on the
life of children. Only education can provide a secure and protective space for general welfare. Which
can help in enhancing their ability to cope with difficulties, providing a promise for their future in the
context of conflict. Our youth who are at risk, must be the greatest hope of conflict resolution and
rebuilding communities. Within given context education can help produce the benefits of inclusive and
constructive integration of individuals and communities socially, politically and economically.

As a result of conflict, human rights of young learners have suffered. Efforts must be made to reintegrate
them back into our education system. To give young people a space to discuss their experiences and
needs, by establishing Youth Clubs or Self Help Groups. Sky is not a limit for their success , for which
- we need to make them believe in themselves and take them out of idealogical friction.

Let our learners subscribe to the ideologies that will result in their self development. Positive socio-
political transformation instead of the one that results in loss of human resource. Let education be an
agent to liberate ourselves from all forms of oppression, especially ideological oppression. So that it
does not become an impediment to development during these times of conflict.




BIAS IN THE DISCIPLINE OF HISTORY

Kamya Agarwal
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

The discipline of history is one of the important subjects that affect not only politicians or scholars but
also the youth in a wide range of our country. Everyone wants to know what is or what was the reality
as this discipline affects our present as well. Debates among historians show that they expect
descriptions of past people and events, interpretations of historical subjects, and genetic explanations
of historical changes to be fair and not misleading. As sometimes unfair accounts of the past are results
of a historian's bias, of their preferring one account over others with their interests.

There are four common ways in which historical writings can be biased. First, historians sometimes
misinterpret the evidence. Second, be a person or institution, when a historian compiles an account of
a historian’s subject, it might omit some important facts which can be called unfair. Thirdly, general
description of past based on facts on which the evidence available is known to be false. The fourth
common form of bias in history occurs in explaining historical events which consist of some but not all-
important causes which mislead the reader sometimes or may translate the whole picture of historical
information.

These kinds of biases in historical interpretations and explanations are unfair and can mislead the wise
individuals of our society and has a great impact on our generation as well. History is the one discipline
in which the individuals of one country may define their culture as valuable or their past as glorified. If
there is bias or there is something unfair then how can we show pride in our past?

Historians must describe all the predominant features with facts or evidence on the chosen aspect of
the subject so as not to mislead the reader. Such kind of biases or improper information about reality
is affecting our education system as well. The NCERTSs of Class 10th or 12th are the base for preparing
in any competitive exams such as for bureaucracy or other government services. But the histories of
such books may also consist of bias in many forms and also not consist the full information about any
particular theme or even sometimes not shows the reality of our past. Many of our glorified kings or
their kingdoms are not even mentioned in the books. This maybe due to the politicians of that time or
due to poor quality of evidence because of which our history or remaining biases of the past.



EVIV OF GANDHI DURING COVID-19

Omir Kumar And Wriju Banerjee
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

This article attempts to trace Gandhian ideals and principles in the measures adopted by India to
combat the COVID-19 pandemic.

As the Director-General of the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared the outbreak of COVID-19
to be a Public Health Emergency of International Concern on 30 January 2020, no national leader
imagined that this pandemic will the reason they’ll be forced to change their governance models and
will be compelled to devise new strategies to effectively combat the pandemic as well as ensure the
smooth functioning of their country. India was one of the 195 countries in the world that fell victim to
the novel coronavirus. It formulated numerous policies to revive its economy and at the same time

- combat the pandemic. The call for Vocal for local, domestic production of medical equipment,
| constructing a decentralised strategy to combat the impacts of the virus were all measures that assisted
~ India to tactically mitigate the impacts of the pandemic.

- These efforts have been applauded by the international community at large but one thing that has gone
. unnoticed is that most of these measures have a commonality which is that they all have an underlying

philosophy of Gandhian ideas behind them. But before we attempt to trace Gandhian ideals in India’s

. fight against the COVID-19 pandemic it's imperative to first understand Gandhi.

Understanding Gandhi
The model way used by states to combat the pandemic resembles Gandhian thought and policy in

~ ways more than one. Gandhi’'s adamance for a local, decentralised model of governance is deep-
~ seated in the influence that his younger self grew up with. A subject that intrigued him most was the

evolution of the Western capitalist model. The idea of the ‘economic man’, derived from classical
economics which emphasised the self-interested nature of all rational beings drew sharp criticism from
all opposing thinkers, one of whom was John Ruskin. In his book ‘Unto the Last’, Ruskin dismissed the
Smithian notion of division of labour as dehumanising. This book was Gandhi’s earliest exposure to the
theme of capitalism, and it heavily influenced Gandhi’s subsequent works. He wrote Hind Swaraj five
years later which followed the same critique of western capitalism and used it to ground the need for
self-rule. His focus rested on the countryside and the need to make village republics self-sufficient.
Not wanting to see India be dependent on the mills of Lancashire and Manchester, Gandhi rallied for
the use of khadi which became a popular symbol of his struggle to repel British rule and dependency.
He referred to it as the ‘livery of freedom’, but to Gandhi, khadi meant a lot of things. Rather than just
being a homespun cloth, he believed khadi contained the essence of a revolution and was a symbol of
Indian self-respect and dignity. Further, it was a symbol of an undivided people, of homogeneity and
an absence of status. Most importantly, it signified the economic liberation of the masses. He believed
that poverty stopped millions from attaining political liberty, as it stripped them of their dignity and limited
their potential. He envisioned a humane economic model to counter the British model being enforced
upon them and found it in the khadi industry which to this day harbours millions under its employment.
Khadi suited Gandhi's purposes as he recognized that India’s population required labour-intensive
employment and so what followed also was opposition to machine usage in places of employment
where the same work could be done by people. Poverty he considered one of the many hurdles to
attaining ‘Poorna swaraj’, or complete independence.

Gandhi was introduced to Tolstoy’s work during his time in South Africa. Tolstoy by then had written
extensively on nonviolent resistance and Christian Anarchism in particular. Alongside John Ruskin,
Tolstoy was one of the most important modern writers who influenced Gandhi, with whom he
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exchanged letters and ideas. Gandhi’s first endeavour at self-sufficiency came in the form of the Tolstoy
farm, an ashram he set up in South Africa during his satyagraha against discrimination of Indians.

This idea of building self-sufficient economies eventually seeped into his ideas of economic liberation
for the masses and self-dependency of localised units, developing into the idea of the Panchayati Raj
system. This was the culminating point for all Gandhian thought, an anarchical model focused on
meeting the minimal needs of all as opposed to feeding the consumerist tendencies of a few. A humane
economic model prioritising the maximisation of social welfare but above all, a system that can
effectively sustain itself and tend to its own needs. Panchayati raj systems today still hold true to this
statement, as many operate their own educational and medical institutions at a time when
industrialisation has led to the concentration of population in a few cities, where the standard of living
has fallen heavily with an equal increment in the size of the ecological footprint. It was in these
conditions that Panchayati Raj institutions put up an applaudable fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.

Tracing Gandhi in India’s Fight Against COVID-19
India’s strategy against the pandemic has reflected a lot of Gandhian Principles within it. Federalism
and decentralisation got a new lease of life in India with the COVID-19 outbreak. Essential for a

= democratic nation, both have been enshrined in our Constitution. That is why we have distinct lists

earmarking subjects to states and the Centre separately. But time and again, both have taken a

backseat, getting overwhelmed by a powerful Centre. This however changed. Public health, as a

subject, falls under the State List of the Indian Constitution. And by utilising its full potential, several
states have shot to the centre of attention along with the escalating medical emergency.

By responding in a timely and organised manner, these states reflected Gandhi’s commitment to a
decentralised form of governance. Take, for example, Kerala. The southern state announced an
economic package of Rs 20,000 crore on March 19, being the first state to do so in the country. This
was a week before the Centre announced the Rs 1.7 lakh crore financial package to help people during
the crisis. Kerala’s announcement was significant because it came at a time when the state had little
money in its coffers. Kerala was the first state in the country to report a positive case of the novel
coronavirus in late January 2020. In rural Kerala, Kudumbashree movements linked women self-help
groups to the panchayat system to provide relief to women and children during the pandemic. Similarly,
the cities of Chennai, Kolkata, and hilly areas that have a long history of Panchayati raj systems and
are still governed by it were able to contain the spread of the pandemic. There exists a positive
correlation between operating panchayat raj system and effectively handling the pandemic. On the
economic front, India’s commitment to emerging out of the pandemic as self-reliant or ‘aatmanirbhar’
nation also reinstates Gandhi’s principle for self-sufficiency. His call for khadi aimed to serve two
purposes - reducing India’s dependency on foreign nations and uplifting the local economy. India’s
campaign ‘Vocal for Local’ also intends to achieve these two objectives. India significantly ramped up
its production capacity of PPEs and N95 masks with three lakh units each being manufactured daily
eventually leading to a surplus within domestic inventories prompting exports of N95 masks to foreign
nations. The latest addition to India’s efforts to fight the COVID-19 virus is how it has successfully
managed to develop a vaccine. COVAXIN, India's indigenous COVID-19 vaccine was developed by
Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and has already
rolled out in the entire country. The Oxford-AstraZeneca has been manufactured locally by the Serum
Institute of India, the world's largest vaccine manufacturer. It says it is producing more than 50 million
doses a month, with India projecting itself as a self-reliant player in the international arena. Even as we
approach a post-pandemic world, India’s adoption of Gandhian ideals can prove to be a sustainable
strategy that can be continued to help India climb up the global order and present itself as a global
hegemon.




ONE NATION - ONE ELECTION - 1S IT VIABLE?

By- Swetank Raj
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

Harry Emerson Fosdick had once said, “Democracy is based upon the conviction that there are
extraordinary possibilities in ordinary people.”l totally agree with this statement that ordinary people
perform extraordinary functions if they have adequate resources, skills, motivation, dedication and
determination towards achievement of that goal.

We, the people of a democratic republic cast our precious votes and elect ordinary people as our
representatives and provide them with required authority, power and responsibilities so that they can
perform extraordinary functions on the behalf of us for the development of our country and welfare of
the people. At present, elections are conducted in our country at three levels, i.e. national, state and
local levels. All these elections are conducted in our country at different times in different years. These
frequent elections lead to governance crisis, logistical problems, financial issues and instability in
society.

In order to become free from all these problems and bring stability in society Election commission of
India in 1082-83 had suggested that there should be simultaneous elections in our country. In 1999,
Law Commission in its 170th report recommended that we should follow the concept of one nation-one
election. Again in 2015, Parliamentary standing committee (Department of personnel, grievances,
pension, law and justice) submitted its report in favour of simultaneous elections. In 2017, NITI Aayog
under the leadership of Mr. Debroy and Desai published its research paper with respect to various ways
through which we can adopt one nation-one election. Main tenets of one nation-one election can be
understood after analysing its two founding pillars:

Preparation of Electoral Rolls- There should be one electoral rolls for all voters in our country for all
elections from local to national levels. Electoral rolls for each and every adult should be prepared and
updated by a single agency, i.e., the Election commission of India. This will save money, time, energy
and resources of our country.

One-time elections- The election of members to Lok Sabha, legislative assemblies of states and local
bodies within states should be conducted at one time at particular place and in phased manner for the
country as whole.

Is this a new concept to our country? The answer is absolutely, not. India's electoral history reflects the
concept of simultaneous elections during the period between 1952 and 1967. But after 1967 the
symmetry of all these elections was distorted due to majority crisis and defections. There was a phase
of political instability in our country from 1989 to 1999. But after 1999 we had witnessed a phase of
political stability in the country. To some extent this condition reflects our political maturity. Now we are
in a position to discuss and think about the concepts of simultaneous elections.

Let's discuss the arguments in favour of simultaneous elections.

Governance- NITI aayog in its last report had revealed that in last 30 years not a single year had gone
by without any election in the country. Due to frequent elections governments are always in election
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mode. After the announcement of polling date, model code of conduct is imposed. This results in policy
paralysis. This also leads to policy delays and eventually results in slow developmental work.

Financial issues- In 2014, Election commission of India had revealed that total expenditure incurred
with respect to Lok Sabha election was approx. Rs. 3870 crores and 200-300 crores per state with
respect to Vidhan Sabha elections. Therefore, if all these elections are conducted once in every 5 years,
this can save a huge chunk of money.

Logistical and Other Issues- this happens because of frequent elections which require management of
all required resources such as mobilization of security forces, polling agents and other staffs,
arrangement of transportation facilities, security of EVMSs, preparation and updating of electoral polls
etc.

As we all know that every coin has two faces and likewise there are concerns regarding simultaneous
elections:

Feasibility-There is no provisions mentioned in our Constitution regarding simultaneous elections.
There are issues related to availability of EVMs and staff management, but these issues are not so
significant as there won't be all elections on same day. So, EVMs and staffs can be managed well.

Accountability- Our former election commissioner of India S.Y Qureshi had said that frequent elections
ensured the accountability and responsibility of political leaders towards public. However, frequent
election is not a single or only way to ensure accountability of political leaders and government.

Tenure of government- One of the primary concerns of this idea is regarding the tenure of a
government. If a government falls prior to completion of its tenure then of course a new election will be
held. Here, the question is about the validity of short tenure of a government.

Federalism in danger- It's possible that national issues might undermine state or local level issues. It
may be possible that people cast their votes in favour of a particular political leader who might be a
national figure and support the political party of that leader. Eventually this will result in the presidential
system of election in our country. To some extent, these fears might become true but that would be
temporary in nature as recent trends shows that people of our country have become more politically
conscious and mature and cast their votes in favour of different political parties on different issues.
Delhi and Odisha can be good examples. This reflects that we can also adopt the process of
simultaneous elections in phased manner or gradually with general consensus on this issue.

To conclude, | would say that one nation-one election can be fruitful in different ways to the country.
The process of simultaneous elections can be implemented gradually but only after general consensus
and continuous debate and discussion on each and every concern raised by different stake holders.
We will have to develop a good level of political culture in our country in order to achieve the same.
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ROLE OF ONLINE MEDIA AND ITS IMPACT ON POLITICS

Kamna Sagar
Jawaharlal Nehru University

The ascent of the World Wide Web in the mid-1990s, has prompted the increment of the planet's
organised populace. The arranged public has more noteworthy admittance to data, more freedom to
participate in open discourse, and a superior capacity to attempt joined activity. Web-based media has
become an unavoidable truth for everyday society worldwide. Including numerous entertainers,
average residents, activists, non-legislative associations, media firms, programming suppliers, and
likewise governments on the loose. This article aims to examine the effect of web-based media
viz. Facebook, Twitter, Google+ and You tube on Indian governmental issues.

Online Media and its effects on media have affected numerous parts of our life, be it schooling, culture,
organisation, showcasing or governmental issues. Online media has had the option to make significant
effects through news, cooperation, learning, and showcasing. Web-based media has become a
wellspring of information. Different news channels tweet or give reports on critical happenings globally,
and the news rapidly gets passed around the networks in a manner never experienced. It permits
individuals to stay in contact all the more consistently. Individuals in various urban areas, nations, and
main lands can keep in touch quickly. It gives a chance to encounter multiple societies and trade
conclusions. Online media has likewise had a significant impact in encouraging learning. Youngsters
who start utilising the online media stages, grow early relational abilities and become more educated
by and large. The fundamental elements of showcasing have been changing. Organisations are turning
out to be more purchaser-focused, through connections made over online media. They are ready to
comprehend the necessities of the market from the market itself.

Online media has prompted the rise of citizen-driven administration in India. Against corruption by
Anna Hazare and fights followed by Nirbhaya posse assault, which were channelised through the web-
based media. These occasions attracted gigantic public and worldwide help by including the everyday
person. Anna Hazare started a Satyagraha movement in support of the Lokpal Bill. He began a hunger
strike when the Indian Government dismissed the interest. The development stood out in the media,
with a great many allies inside and outside of India. Individuals showed support through web-based
media like Twitter and Facebook. Online Signature Campaigns like ‘Avaaz’ got more than
10 lakh marks in only 36 hours.

Nirbhaya case which made individuals aggregate an indignation impact and come out on roads. Cross-
country flights at the India Gate region in New Delhi were a group's development, and it was the doubts
of individuals who made them come out and request equity for Nirbhaya. Online media played a rotate
job in preparing individuals for India Gate. Almost certainly, television channels were broadcasting each
one of the advancements for the situation. Yet it was a cell phone which was refreshing those seating
on roads. Each novel happening was contacting them on their phone through Facebook and Twitter.
So forth, individuals got the responses of well-known individuals regarding the same, it now held a
unique spot in the public arena on Twitter, and got fortified more than ever.

A more intensive gander at the official missions of Barack Obama will uncover the job of web-based
media in his races. The 2008 Obama Presidential mission left a mark on the world. Not just
was Obama the principal African-American to be chosen president. He was likewise the first official
contender to successfully utilise web-based media as a significant mission technique.
When Obama declared his office in 2007. He rushed to get the creative media to make his quality felt
and viably showcase himself . In 2012, the situation was entirely unexpected in the United States of




America, with 69 % grown-up informal community clients and 66% of online media clients effectively
participating in political activism on the web. President Obama kept a critical lead in Facebook likes
and Twitter supporters, over his opponent Governor Romney during his political elections development.

As of late, the Indian political scene has seen two significant public gatherings, the Indian National
Congress and Bhartiya Janta Party facing an online political conflict. On the web, promulgation is
forcefully utilising against one another. Every single medium is being used to wage a battle of
words. Both the parties attempt to make light of the accomplishments and misrepresent the
disappointments of one another through social media. The two sides guarantee to have a massive
number of devotees. The ideological groups have their own sites that were not seen a few years back,
and some of them also utilise other social mediums to communicate with individuals. Each gathering
has its site and pioneers being dynamic on various media; which causes the residents to feel inside
their compass. They need to make arrangements or sit tight for them to talk . The pioneers are available
at the snap of a finger.

The appearance of online media has empowered an uncommon strengthening and commitment of the
aam-aadmi for communicating political sentiments. A positive advancement of web-based media
development has been that the adolescents are discussing policy — centred issues. Presently, social
organising has made India's youth sit up and examine policy-centred issues. They invest energy to
explore and talk about legislative issues. They currently have focused their attention on the happenings
of political occasions.

Furthermore, they likewise impact the managerial dynamic. However, getting the adolescents together
to cast a ballot in decisions and utilising web-based media as a stage to help ideological groups is still
a pipeline dream. It might require a long time for India to imitate the USA, to use online media battling
to impact the citizens. Web-based media insurgency in the Indian political space is genuine,
unmistakable and speeding up. Even though it may not acquire massive changes promptly, it will still
assume a significant part in giving rise to political mindfulness. And that is an immense advancement
for an agricultural nation like India.




A PIECE OF PEACE

Parinita Malhotra
Sri Venkateshwara College

| stare and | see carnage,

| breathe and | smell the rotten red,

| listen and | hear hails in the name of warlords,
camouflaging the wails of pain,

they leave in their wake.

| see them burning their souls in riches
and when all that is left is ash,

| see them being consumed by the wanderlust in search of peace.

Like addicts they seek markets,
as if peace is sold like a drug;

under the table and over stacks of cash.

As if peace is that half burnt cigarette,

with enough life to offer them a last drag.

They drool like the dogs they are,
over a piece of peace.
When throughout they have done nothing,

but squished peace to pieces!




ELECTIONS IN ASSAM

Purbashri Deb
Laxmibai College

Oh, what a day it is,

The celebration of the biggest fest.

The crowd in stations, no one in the street
Everyone up showing their zest.

It stormed last night,

Candidates facing tough fights.

Someone’s flower, someone’s fate in hand,
All up and ready

Fighting for their land.

He believes in his Karma,

None other than HemantaBiswaSarma.

Bjp has a simple funda,

Listen to people, Pm Modi and Sarbananda.

The man who is very keen to his win,

His name is MaulanaBadruddin.

Shaken hands with Ripun Bora the Congressi,
Both with folded hands and lock& key.

A tough fight among candidates,
Some with a party, some independent.
All waiting for result day,

Waiting for all the hard work to pay.

Oh, what a day it is!
Oh, what a day it is!




RESERVATION POLICY IN INDIA

Rahul Meena
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

At present time the most concern topic is Reservation policy so let’s discuss does that does it need a
review or not .As said by the great philosopher Aristotle “ Injustice arises when equal are treated
unequally and also when unequal are treated equally .This profound statement is what lies at the heart
of equality fundamental human right. Every human simply by virtue of being a human being is entitled
to equal treatment.

The most significant, pervasive and violent discrimination in our country is the centuries old caste
system. It was abolished by the Constitution in 1952 and untouchability was declared a crime. There
was 2 category of people called Dalits outside this system who were discriminated and treated as
untouchables. They were thus given reservation by the government.

Reservation in India is the process of setting aside a certain percentage of seats in government
institutions for members of backward and under-represented communities. It is a form of quota based
affirmative action. Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other backward classes are the primary
beneficiaries of the reservation policies under the Constitution with the objective of ensuring a level
playing field.

The Constitution of India states in Article 15(4) that All citizens shall have equal opportunities of
receiving education. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the state from providing special facilities
for educationally backward sections

It also states that, “The state shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of
the weaker sections of society and shall protect them from ‘social injustice’ and all forms of exploitation”.
The Article further states that nothing in Article 15(4) will prevent the nation from helping SCs and STs
for their betterment.

In 1982, the Constitution specified 15% and 7.5% of vacancies in public sector and government aided
educational institutes as a quota reserved for the SC and ST candidates respectively for a period of
five years, after which it was to be reviewed. This period was routinely extended by the succeeding
governments. The Supreme Court of India ruled that reservations cannot exceed 50% and put a cap
on reservations.

However, there are state laws that exceed this 50% limit and these are under litigation in the Supreme
Court. For example, caste-based reservation stands at 69% and the same is applicable to about 87%
of the population in the state of Tamil Nadu.

In 1990, Prime Minister VP Singh announced that 27% of government positions would be set aside for
OBCs in addition to the 22.5% already set aside for SCs and STs, This was followed according to the
Mandal Commission which was established in India in 1978 by the Janata Party government under
Prime Minister Morarji Desai with a mandate to “identify the socially or educationally backward”.

Now, the question arises whether there is a need to review the reservation policy in India or should
continue with the tradition? The basic idea of reservation was undoubtedly superb as it was in all good
intent, meant to improve till now the status of those sections of the society which had hitherto been left
uncared for, However, as we see it today, the policy of reservation has completely changed in the past
few years. There has been unlimited extension of the policy for no one knows how long, it appears as
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though the policy has come to stay forever and its extension is also as though unlimited, with several
more sections joining the band wagon of the classes under reservation.

If we look at the reservation policy in India, we are the only country in the world that provides affirmative
action based on individual caste identities. It is a well-established fact that reservations are tools of
upliftment for those disadvantaged groups who have suffered years of discrimination and oppression
at the hands of the higher castes.

We the people of India, believe in the concept of ‘Vasudeva Kutumbakanr’ where we take each and
every person on equal terms and also take the path of fraternity into its ambit. The reservation policy in
India gave a chance to the backward and downtrodden people to be on equal terms with the other
classes of the society. It not only helped them in improving their lives and status in the society but also
provided them with an opportunity to represent themselves in various aspects of the decision making
part of society, something which was denied to them for a long time.

Reservations has come up in educational institutions, in jobs, in state assemblies, in Parliament and in
every feasible sphere. It will be a wonder if this system is really going to help us to raise our standards
in every sphere or will this become just a tool in the hands of a few, to forward their own interests, as
has been up to this juncture. The reservation policy has taken only few families of weaker sections and
not the masses, in general, in its purposed ambit. If we do not revise this preferential discrimination
policy, we are going to see more division, more resentment and more violence. We need a policy which
really helps people who are deprived of education and means of better life. Reserving certain
percentage of seats in the higher education of institutions and jobs in the high ranks of the goverment
is not going to help to solve problems of 85% of total backward castes population.

The government need to review its reservation policy instead of extending its benefits to the other
sections also who call themselves backwards. The criterion for reservation should be totally
restructured as we need to set certain definitions straight all over again before we decide whom to give
reservation or not to give it at all. If equality is the aim, reservation should be given to people with lower
income group so that they feel at pan with the rest of the society.

Economic background must be considered if reservations are actually to help deserving people. The
current reservation policy and its persistence is likely to increase the caste gap which is most likely to
solidify distinctions in the society producing unnecessary rancour. It should be kept in mind that lowering
the standard of education for anyone is not the solution, it is important to raise the standards of facilities
provided to people so that they become self-reliant and come out of the vicious circle of caste and
guotas. Reservation should not be looked at as the only tool for empowering the marginalised backward
communities of the society.
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THE NEED TO REGULATE OUR VIRTUAL DRAWING
ROOMS

Vansh Gupta
Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma College

Social Media platforms are the new drawing rooms for us all. We all use social media to meet,
communicate, share, discuss, and what not! Its prevalence can only be seen from the fact that there
are almost 3.8 billion active users of different social media platforms which raises a very important
guestion- “Can something which has the power to influence more than half the world’s population within
seconds, go unchecked?” As the evils of the borderless virtual world unveil, we really need to regulate
media.

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights authorizes all individuals to the Right to
Freedom of Speech without government intervention. However, the exclusiveness of this right is not
justified if one uses his rights to cause harm to other individuals and the society at large. Gone are the
days when social media was just a medium to reach out to our loved ones. Today, a plethora of evils
have taken over its benefits, which call for immediate interference by the authorities worldwide. One
such evil is that of Cyber Bullying. No more hidden is the fact that by using malware and inviting links,
scammers log into any individual's computers, extract the most private information, and publish them
online, causing disasters to the subjected individual. Giving threats to people through fake accounts,
being body shamed and most importantly trolling are a few online activities that can have serious impact
on the mental health of users.

Propaganda has also seen the light of the day on social media. The propagandists first filter out their
target audience. Then, highly edited and misleading contents are shown to validate themselves and
win support for online propaganda campaigns. The aforementioned was effectively used by ISIS to hire
individuals who had a sense of rebellion and hate against sections of society. The recruits were then
converted to militants and used to record and publish polarizing contents including beheadings and ill-
treatment of women. Added to the row of propaganda is the ability to instigate violence, which was
evident in the Delhi Riots of 2020 when miscreants used social media platforms to spread hatred.

One very dangerous problem is of fake news. In the initial months of the Covid-19 pandemic,
misinformation regarding Covid-19 spread at the speed of light. A rumour claimed that Earth would be
cured of Coronavirus by the end of the summer because it could not endure the heat of summers! Such
was the level of stupidity. Another rumour that spread in Europe was that the 5G mobile towers spread
coronavirus, of course, it only took two days for the people to strike down hundreds of 5G towers pan
Europe.

To analyze the overall consequences, we’'ll need to start from mental health issues. Deteriorating levels
of mental health among the youth can be referred to the fact that we are witnessing a high spike in
teenage suicides because some people have been brainwashed to think that the world is a “too
negative” place to live in. The prevalence of extremism in society, communal politics and hate crimes
have seen a spike too. Easy access to polarizing content has unfathomable consequences, just too
heinous to mention. In a nutshell, social media’s independence, self-regulation and being a platform to
practise one’s Right to Freedom of Speech has yielded more problems and consequences as compared
to the value it has created for society.

Although majorly negative, yet, the benefits of social media cannot be ignored too. After all, it is for
social media only that even during Covid-19 times humans could still be social, while being while being
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sequestered in a corner of their homes. Once we regulate social media, we can improve the
aforementioned situations on almost all fronts. But the question arises, how should social media be
regulated? Well, here opens the frontier for the entry of the most powerful international organization,
the United Nation. The United Nations can draft guidelines for every nation to include in its national
laws to regulate social media. This way, there will be a universal codified system, which will give global
security. One provision of such a guideline can perhaps be the requirement of an ‘Identification Card’
while creating an account so that an individual cannot create more than one account. This can

effectively tackle the problem of fake accounts.

The national policies adopted by Australia and the United Kingdom can be adopted by all other
countries too. They require social media firms to submit quarterly safety reports, ensuring the safety of
the platforms. It is only a constructive intervention by the government to ensure the safety of their
citizens, the onus of which is definitely on the government at the end of the day. Also, stricter rules
regarding the use of data, particularly Data Mining and Data Phishing must be implemented in every
country to ensure the privacy of users on the platform. At last, we only need to realize that it is morally
incorrect to misuse social media. If the users become more vigilant and informed, it will be easier for
the government to make the virtual happy place happier.




SILENT SIN

Shreya Pandey
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

Earth is thirsty,

Slums are musty

Rivers have dried, birds are beyond the sight.
Once there was green foliage all around,
Children were jumping and crushing

the fruits lying on the ground.

But now trucks-motors are making a loud sound,

As in the sky, a black blanket can't be found.

One by one they sold the green land
to build buildings, roads, and factories

And rendered many devoid of their salaries.

The gritty dusty wind showed no pity,

They were thrown out in the slum of the city.

But on the mic the so-called
Promisers only shout "I will curb!"
¥ 5 Butt never tell when they will turn up,

And leave behind the shrouded city suburbs.
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MALE PPERSECUTION BY JUDICIAL FEMININITY

Cadet Sonakshi Gaur
Satyavati College (evening)

Male Persecution by female femininity: "It is universally acknowledged that a single man in possession
of a good fortune must be in want of a wife.” (Novel- Pride and prejudice)
In modern-day English, this sentence means that there is a woman behind every successful man.Think
about how the sentiments would go down nowadays. It doesn't sound plausible anymore. What |
consider is that the true brilliance of this opening line is the irony which means that the women can |
either lead him to success or can dump him to doom while being under the shadow of innocence and
feeble one among the other Homosapien. All that can be seen in the context of Indian jurisprudence
where the law has come to be a mere toy for extreme blackmail and extortion. Although India regularly
gets hauled over the coals for its shabby treatment of women but have you ever thought upon women
harassing a man? Obviously not! This is usually an unreported event of our society and paying heed to
it certainly invites the hidden feminist in us all. So apparently in news of the recent past, men's rights
activists scored a significant victory in India when the supreme court essentially identified them as the
victim in domestic violence cases. The judges weren't making the law gender-neutral, however. They
stated that Indian women were filing inaccurate claims of domestic violence. According to a study most
of such complaints are filled in the heat of the moment over the inconsequential issue without even
visualizing the implications and consconsequence. Factual Analysis:
e As per Times of India report, 2013: False cases against men on rise which has jumped by nearly 20%
e Another report of Times of India, Dec 26 2015: Court says domestic violence, dowry laws misused to harass
elderly.

Now coming to the second issue i.e molestation (sexual assault). It can happen to anyone no matter
what's your age, sexual orientation, or gender. Men and boys who have been sexually assaulted may
have many of the same feelings as the other survivors of sexual assault, but they might face more
challenges because of social attitudes and stereotypes about men and their masculinity. In 2019, a
news was in the trend where a college girl filed an FIR for molestation against boys who were brutally
thrashed over parking dispute [The AMITY INCIDENT] and there are more such incidents which don’t
get covered. Hold on! | am faced with one more important question. What if a woman forces a man to
have sex, is that RAPE? Absolutely NO! Because as per the IPC Section 375, rape is defined as "sexual
intercourse with a woman against her will, without her consent, by coercion, misrepresentation or fraud
or at a time when she has been intoxicated or duped, or is of unsound mental health and in any case,
if she is under 18 years of age" which means that section 375 deals only with rapes committed by a
man and the section is silent on rapes committed by women on men. So basically, it portrays men as
a rapists and women as victims of rapes across India and also if rape happens to a man it is seldom
reported and even if they are reported, there is no scope for justice. As per Delhi Commission For
Women's report, 53.2% of the rape cases filed during April 2013-14 found to be false. What | mean by
giving these stats is that these laws are intended to be used as a shield and not as an assassin's
weapon.
So itis clear that few provisions of the Indian penal code aren't supporting egalitarianism and also these
provisions are violating Article 14 of our Indian constitution which guarantee the fundamental Right To
Equality. The discrimination based on sex is infringing the basic rights of many men. According to me,
'+, these laws are biased as they are depicting men as superior creatures and women as inferior ones and
perhaps this might be the reason why laws are made in favor of women. To deal with the current
scenario, an amendment is required in these laws. False allegations disturb the equilibrium of our
society by ruining the happy families and also add to the burden of courts. Now I'm ending this article
with a quote,'Justice should be for everyone, regardless of their gender.”
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ROLE OF STUDENTS IN INDIAN FREEDOM STRUGGLE

Lakshay Anand
Ramjas College

The story of Indian freedom is a story of bravery, chivalry and sacrifice made by innumerable leaders,
peasants, women and common masses. One section of the society which is usually not juxtaposed
with this struggle is the whole community of students filled with youth, passion and dreams. Right from
Satyendra Nath Tagore to Subhash Chandra Bose-those who qualified and got into the prestigious Civil
Services despite unfavourable terms of the game- from Derozians to Gandhian Socialists like Nehru,
those who chose different paths to reach the same destination of freedom. There are examples of
student power and knowledge implementation on the ground by them to sow the seeds of freedom and
further ripen the fruits by their intellect and experiences. As we can observe from the example of B. R.
Ambedkar, the first Indian to do a double research in economics from overseas.

If we talk about the intellectual potential of the student community during the pre-independence period
we cannot overlook the contribution made by their newspapers to further the reach of nationalism to
every part of India. The newspapers started by the students like Gyaneshwar (in 1831) who was one
the young Derozians in Bengal or Hindoo Patriot by H.C. Mukherjee. These students are fine examples |
of how students in those days took the initiative to spread the idea of freedom to the masses. As Gandhi
rightly remarked, "Our success depends on our masses and our masses depends on our youth". There
were student clubs sprouting all over India during the freedom struggle, like the 'Student's Literary and
Scientific Society' and 'Gyan Prasarak Mandali* which had two branches - Marathi and Gujarati with
an aim to start schools for women’s education. Such student clubs did not only seek to achieve
independence but also dreamt of creating a better and more inclusive India.

While on one hand, the valuable knowledge of students like R.C. Dutt helped in bringing out the terrible
economic impact of one-way free trade with Britain on India. On the other hand, these students also
provided solutions for such complex problems in the form of more representation of Indians in the
Central Assembly and the demand for Fundamental Rights. J.L. Nehru is a pioneer for the economic
recovery of India. While he was just a student but also the youngest President of Congress in 1931, he
was the one who influenced Gandhi to demand "Poorna Swaraj" or complete self-rule. It was his
foresightedness which helped the Congress score a better deal for India out of the ‘Mountbatten Plan’.

During the time when Gandhi was in South Africa and when Bengal was divided in 1905 by Lord Curzon,
they were students who stood up against the British hegemony. Students like Ashwini Kumar Dutt
formed Samitis in Bengal to popularise Swadeshi movement and set up arbitration courts, such
students eventually became important leaders for future struggles. Again during the Non-cooperation
movement(1920-1922), students left British schools, colleges, institutions and came onto the streets
to boycott foreign goods and picketed foreign shops across India. All these small steps by students
were undoubtedly helpful in making a big change in the destiny of freedom struggle.

Many students followed the ideals of equality, liberty and fraternity, especially the Young Derozians
(1830s) which was a club of students of Hindu College, Bengal. These students tried to promulgate
revolutionary ideas among common people to achieve independence. Although not completely non-
violent, their steps were indeed helpful in achieving freedom. We cannot forget the sacrifices of the
likes of Bhagat Singh, Batukeshwar Dutt, Ramprasad Bismil and many more young leaders who were
also the students of literature ,who penned down many nationalist verses. There were also students




like Virendra Chattopadhyay (Berlin) and Shyamji Verma (London) who popularised the idea of freedom
outside of India as well.

A large number of students also played a large part in social reformation . The students of
Mohammaden Oriental School and Arya Samaj, showed the unity of Indians despite sectarian conflicts.
This unity among reformers and their students cut across caste, class and gender. Not only boys but
girls too participated in the freedom struggle in every way possible. Many girls marched alongside
Gandhi in the Dandi March(1930) to abolish the Salt Tax. Female leaders like Aruna Asaf Ali, Sucheta
Kriplani and Usha Mehta were students when they fought for freedom by participating in the Quit India
Movement of 1942.

The nation named India was not built within a day. It took desperate efforts for the flowers of Indian
diversity to blossom from different sections of the society. In all of these, the role of students is
impeccably commendable. Our founding fathers were all students in all walks of their lives. They
experienced, learned and improvised the best possible way to free India to live in. Intelligentsia like Dr.
Ambedkar, H.N. Kunzru, Patel, Nehru and others were all learners. They irrigated Indian soil with their F
knowledge and passion to form a union, that is, Bharat.




Umang Singhal
Mata Sundari College For Women

When | was a child, | use to think why do we need politics? If we are free then why should we have to -
follow certain rules and regulations? Why is someone deciding about the course of my life and affecting -
our decisions at a certain level? There were many WHYs until | encountered the need for it and got to
know about this insightful side of the coin.

POLITICS THAT MATTERS.
CONFUSED, ABOUT POLITICS?
QUESTIONING ITS ETHICS?
LOUSY TRICKS AND CONFLICTS;
IS ALL, IT DEPICTS??

In today’s date and age, someone might focus on negative aspects of politics like greed and corruption,
which will be going to frame not so impressive image of politics in their minds, but without it (politics),
we would be lost. In today’s hustle and bustle, we actually miss the real meaning or the motive of politics
and only see it as a game, which is being played by some politicians with their dirty tactics. Because of
all of this, sometimes we do not come to know its need, function, objectives, benefits that make it matter
in our lives. It frames everything we do and it has the power to bring about real and positive change.

FORMING LAWS, MAKING DECISIONS;
FULFILLING HUNDREDS OF VISIONS!

In a country with changing geographical conditions, languages, customs, races, tribes, needs, and
expectations at every kilometer, “don’t we need a thread which ties us together and ties us in such a
manner that area of thread covers every individual”? POLITICS is that THREAD. It acts as the
backbone of the country which will definitely be going to play a key role in shaping future aspects. With
such a crucial contribution of it to society, how can one say politics don’t matter? However, a correction |
must be done which will cater to the actual motive for it (politics). The correction is quite simple though
the most important one. Politics should not be just politics; it should be a healthy and good one.

POLITICS FORMS A FRAMEWORK
PUTS ALL FACTORS AT WORK

Politics matters when it honestly monitors and engages the key policy themes which cover Security &
Defence; Civil Protection Mechanism; Health & Food Policies; Innovation & Technologies; Energy
Efficiency; Aviation; Education and many more. It paved the glorious history of movements, rights that
changed the view of people over certain conservative thoughts and brought a new dawn of more equal
and bright times. It defeated slavery, the dominance of a handful of people, and secured equal rights
for women and minorities in many parts of the world. It taught people to stand for their ideas & ideologies
themselves. Participation of people has given great and more satisfying pinnacles to it. One can look
at a golden history of political and social movements, which changed the scenarios and laid a
foundation for all the things, which we have today.

WORLD HAS SEEN MANY REVOLUTIONS,
LEADING POLITIC’'S EVOLUTION.




Right from the lap of history, the French revolution, the Haitian revolution, The American Revolution,
Chinese Revolution, The Russian Revolution, Indian Independence Movement, Gandhi’'s Salt
movement, etc. to today’s Women’s movements, Orange Revolution in Ukraine, recent Farmer’s march
in Delhi, LGBTQI historic judgment and many more showed the contribution of mass at such a huge
level that it completely changed the picture of politics and proved that “ POLITICS MATTERS”.

It shapes what we are and what we will become. It shows evidence that without savvy and principled
politicians and citizens willing to engage in political action, there would still be a civil war on many parts
of the world map. Not only at this level but at one closer to home, local politicians stand up for
communities and endeavor to advance the prosperity and wellbeing of their constituents.

However, it hasn’t always been like this, without good politicians we could throw it all away. Right now
humanity is in a race against itself, adjusting to new technologies that are destabilizing democracy and
creating massive inequalities. By thinking and acting politically, we can harness the imagination and
enthusiasm of people everywhere to tackle these challenges and shape a better world. POLITICS DO
MATTERS. The politicians should understand the need of a neat and healthy politics and make it count
by fulfilling the gap between actual and expectations.

A WORLD WHERE POLITICS MATTER,;
NO MORE JUSTICE WILL SHATTER,
VISION, PEACE AND HUMANITY, IT SHOULD CATER,
WILL LEAD A DREAM of BECOMING BETTER.




UNDERSTANDING LIBYA’ ITU TON: POLITICS,
HUMAN RIGHTS AND UN INVOLVEMENT

Anushka Saxena
Lady Shri Ram College

After the fall of the Muammar Qaddafi government in the Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya in 2011, the country
has faced utter turmoil at the hands of the nation's own military body (the Libyan National Army, LNA),
the terrorist groups such as the Islamic State (S) and the Ansar al-Sharia, and foreign-backed militias
operating in North Africa. Libya today is one country with three governments- the internationally
recognized, UN-backed unitary, provisional Government of National Accord (GNA, which rules over the
west of the country from its capital city. Tripoli), the LNA (which rules over the east of the country from |
the north-east city of Benghazi), and the House of Representatives (HoR, which presides in the city of
Tobruk). Amidst the grave social, political, economic, cultural and geostrategic losses suffered by Libya |
in the past decade, the repercussions for women, children and vulnerable groups in the country has
been drastic, fagrant and unconscionable. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) estimates that more than 2 lakh people have been internally displaced in Libya and
approximately 1.3 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, owing to the prolonged armed
conflict. The worst affected groups in this light, have been the women and children. In Libya, the
freedom and security of Women are under constant threat. Women who refuse to conform to the
country's relatively conservative social norms and gender-biased roles (such as the confinement of
women to the domestic sphere) are assaulted, sexually exploited, or are called racial slurs. Gender
activists and journalists are at the risk of extensive cyber-bullying, and receive constant death threats
on speaking up against militant forces. The lack of clear laws and a consttution has led to a decline in
the reportage of gender-based violence and crimes, especially domestic abuse and sexual exploitation.
Out of the 6,36,000 migrants and refugees documented to be living in Libya today, 8 percent of them
are minors (under the age of 18), and are vulnerable to grave violations of child rights. Detained migrant
and refugee children are held in inhumane conditions and detention centres, are prone to targeted
airstrikes, or are in the line of crossfire. They are under threat of execution in schools. playgrounds,
and school buses.

The United Nations Support Mission in the country (UNSMIL) has been documenting attacks on schools
and healthcare facilities, and from January to March of 2020, it found that 9 incidents of conflict
drastically impacted education, one of which was a targeted attack by the Libyan National Army. The
1 LNA has engaged itself in the abduction and killing of doctors as well. Both women and children are
vulnerable to being used as sex workers or soldiers during this armed conflict, largely without consent.
Libya is a party to varied Protocols, Resolutions and Decrees on the protection and rehabilitation of
civilians in war zones. As a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) since 1993,
and having acceded to the Optional Protocols to the CRC on the sale of chiladren, child prostitution,
and child pornography and on the involvement of children in armed conflict (both, in 2004), the UN-
Backed, internationally recognized GNA must aim to cary out the thorough implementation of the CRC |
and its Optional protocols within the country, in order to rehabilitate children who were injured, maimed,
forcefully taken as soldiers, or sexually exploited during armed conflicts. Most importantly, the
healthcare vulnerabilities exposed by the recurrent Ebola, cholera and malaria epidemics, as well as
the current COvID-19 Pandemic, must be dealt with on priority, and with multlateral assistance from
the United Nations Chilidren's Fund (UNICEF). Today, with the successful removal of IS and A-Qaeda
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forces, as well as LNA militants from the west of Libya, achievement of UNICEF's 2020 targets of
carrying out vaccination drives, and of providing basic healthcare acilities (including help during
pregnancy and abortion) to 1,00,000 women and children in UNICEF-backed facilities must be a priority
response, especially in the GNA-backed areas of the country.

Libya is victim to deep-rooted divisions based on political, economic and gender-based grounds. The
full and steady implementation of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000), which
reaffirms the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts, peace-building, and
in post-conflict reconstruction, and focuses on gender mainstreaming in peacekeeping projects, is
necessary for Libya. Not only is Libya ground zero for violations against women and girls, it has also
been found to be politically discriminatory towards women's roles. When the General National Congress

(GNC) was deliberating upon women's advocacy in politics, the quota for political inclusion of women

was dropped to 10 percent in the critical Constitution Drafting Assembly. Gender-balanced
peacekeeping missions are needed as well, as these would tend to weigh problems faced by women
and girls differently as other victims of conflict

To seek justice for the flagrant human rights violations committed by General Haftar, leader of the LNA,
which were in clear violation of ceasefire operations undertaken after 2011, there is a need for the
International Criminal Court (ICC) to hold investigations upon these wars? crimes. We saw previously,
that despite Libya not being a party to the Rome Statute of the ICC, the UNSC referred the case of war
crimes committed by Muammar Qaddafi to the court. A similar step can be taken in the context of Gen.
Haftar as well. There is alsO a need to hold the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Russia in contempt
for violating the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the UNSC Arms Embargo on Libya, by supporting
militant activity in eastern Libya through the provision of drones, fighter jets, other undisclosed arms,
as well as (Russian) mercenaries to support LNA and smaller Islamic militant forces.

The GNA must also immediately mobilize its Ministry of Justice to work on creating a database of
detainees, refugees, and immigrants in the country, in order to relieve those who were detained illegally
or as political prisoners, and prosecute those who took advantage of lax border security. There is also
a need to implement stricter controls on Libyan bordersS, especially since deficiencies in border
Y security have led to 12% of Libya's population to comprise refugees and expats who were seeking to
go across the Mediterranean, to Europe or the west, and here, became victims of conflict. Borders are
. also vulnerable to the illegal smuggling of drugs, weapons and of women or children forced into
1 prostitution, and therefore, must be protected under the provisions of the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organised Crime, of which Libya is a party.

To understand the deteriorating condition of the refugees and IDPs in Libya, the Tawergha example
must be looked at. When the Tawergha city was debilitated after engaging in a "civil war" with the
Misrati citizens of Libya during the 2011 conflict, its citizens deserted the town and became displaced;
victims of war in their own country. Today, Tawargha is considered aa ghost town. Therefore, to elevate
the situation of refugees, immigrants and the internally displaced tribes within the country, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees can support special
operations for rehabilitation in Libya, and carry out testing and distribution of protective equipment for
prevention of transmission of COVID-19. The process of seeking asylum and healthcare must be made

o — — = - 3 -_ —
. - -

‘.
r el




easier, especially for women and children, through the creation of temporary shelters and seting up of
water, sanitation and healthcare facilities in north and central Libya.

What is most important for Libya today, is for the success of the 2015, UN-Brokered LPA, or the "Libyan
Political Agreement”. The LPA has been violated on various occasions at the hands of the House of
Representatives or the LNA. The LPA is the most important step in the right direction to unify Libya
politically, since further military inventions by any internal or third-party would only aggravate the
situation further. In this light, not only must the LPA be thoroughly acknowledged and inculcated by the
HoR, the Constitutional referendum which was to be held in 2019 must be held right after the COVID-
19 Pandemic comes under control, or a vaccine is created. Humanitarian interventions must be
complementary to the political reconciliation process. Libya's civilians have faced a decade of hostilities
in what has been a constant political and social war. Therefore, there is an immediate need for
multilateral cooperation and for international support to be provided to the country, for the sake of
upholding International Law, and to uplift those who have been long denied their privileges under the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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US FOREIGN POLICY AND ITS IMPACTS ON INDIA

Parth Snehi Sahota
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

Most of the observers across America and the world see Mr. Joe Biden’s elevation as the 46th President
of the United States a moment of victory for all those who believe in liberal democracy, civilized
politics, responsible leadership, and centrism. Mr. Joe Biden is a humanitarian who wants to end all
wars in the world where his military or diplomatic forces are directly or indirectly involved. The main aim
of international relations is to “minimize causes of war and create conditions of peace”. In this light, |
would like to analyse the impact of his foreign policies on India and also give a brief description of his
involvements abroad, current and past years.

IRAN- To halt the procurement of nuclear weapons by middle east powers, a nuclear non-proliferation
treaty was signed between Iran and the Permanent Members of the UN security council + Germany.
Despite Iran’s verified compliance with the deal, the United States unilaterally withdrew from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action(JCPOA) on May 8, 2018, and subsequently re-imposed all U.S.
sanctions on Iran lifted by the accord. Then U.S. President Donald Trump cited the deal's sunset
provisions and its failure to account for Iran's ballistic missile program, among other things, as the
impetus for withdrawal from the accord. After his administration came to power, Joe Biden has promised
to lift sanctions on Iran if the latter complies with the terms of the agreement to contain its nuclear
enrichment program. India imports crude oil from Iran. It is considered a bilateral issue and there is no
need to interfere as long as we are getting our oil. India has significant interests in Iran and can be
understood from the weight India puts on the Chabahar Port, seen as one of the biggest strategic
moves to counter BRI.

AFGHANISTAN- Joe Biden has vowed to pull US troops completely out of the war-torn country by
September. The US has proposed an interim government to be set up sharing power with the Taliban.
In contrast, the Ashraf Ghani government is prepared to hold early Presidential elections if the Taliban
agrees to a ceasefire. His foreign minister believes Mr. Ghani’'s proposal is what the people of
Afghanistan want. India’s Participation in the UN lead conference convened by Turkey, a NATO ally is
significant. India wants an Afghan-owned, Afghan-controlled peace process as it has contributed to the
development of state institutions of Afghanistan. Also, the threat posed by the Taliban which has some
arsenal in Pakistan can be used to carry out terrorist strikes against India.

MYANMAR- In an anti-democratic move that shocked the world, Myanmar’s military seized power in
a coup on 1st February first time since 1988- detaining the country’s democratically elected leader Ms.
Aung San Suu Kyi, and other members of her National League of Democracy. The US administration
has condemned the coup. It has imposed a weapons embargo on Myanmar’'s military which bans any
country to trade military equipment and seize bank accounts for military personnel opened in the US.
Some 500 refugees have crossed the border into India which the Indian government refuses to deport
them back as there is a threat to their lives. India is aiming for the permanent seat in the UN security
council that's why we have to take a balanced approach towards the issue.

RUSSIA- Relations between Russia( previously known as USSR during the cold war) and the USA can
be traced back to the Cold War Era( 1945-91). Both sides understood the limitations of each other. In
time, the US and USSR decided to collaborate in limiting or eliminating certain kinds of nuclear and
non-nuclear weapons. Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty-1 was a bilateral treaty between the United
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States and USSR on the reduction and limitations of strategic offensive arms. Recently, both sides
decided to extend the New START nuclear treaty for five years. It is the only remaining nuclear arms
control deal between the two countries. As such, the US is not focussing on Russia since the Trump
administration. The Indian purchase of the S-400 missile defense system from Russia may invite
sanctions from the US under the CAATSA agreement. But it is unlikely that the US will act on it since
the agreement is not meant to hurt allies and friends given the Chinese threat to India and its borders.
However, China and Russia hold common Anti- American policies.

CHINA- China has been blamed for hiding the origins of Coronavirus and postponing the release of
crucial information about its spread and lethality. China has claimed the South China Sea as it is own
based on historical records. The sea section is of immense value from the Chinese viewpoint as crude
oil and natural gas is found there which will make China self-reliant for the next 50 years. The smaller
nations surrounding the sea will have to bear the brunt of Chinese incursions disrupting trade, natural
resource explorations, and navigational access. The US has been sharp on it. The Quadrilateral
security dialogue group headed by the US, Japan, Australia, and India has been initiated to cover
Chinese maritime forces. The world has to persecute a full-fledged global ideological battle in defense
of political, economic, and social freedom against China’s authoritarian state-capitalist model. India for
its part has launched the nationwide program of “Aatmanirbhar Bharat’(self-dependent India). It has
revoked several Chinese investments in its national developmental projects. However, for being
economically self-sufficient, much remains to be seen and act as the world is heavily dependent on
China from durable plastics to mega metal things. Militarily, India has cleared to export its indigenously
developed missile systems to island nations around the SCS. India is the only QUAD member to share
the border with China and the only QUAD member, not a part of the military alliance that binds the
others.

. India prepares to head the United Nations General Assembly and subsequently make a bid to become

a permanent member of the UN security council. The issues raised by India are terrorism, climate
change, nuclear weapons, etc. India is one of the fastest-growing economies. It is one of the prominent
leaders of sustainable development. The UNSC needs to be more geographically balanced. The
current P5 members will need to look beyond their narrow national interests and make the UN more
relevant and strong for global peace and stability, democratization and development in the decades
ahead.




Vivek Singh
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College

k AIR POLLUTION: POLITICAL VIEW VS REALITY

For a very long period, pollution has always remained on the top list of everyone’s debate but rarely
anyone cares about it and now it has become a serious issue and a matter of politics to gather votes!
The realization has come at a time when air quality is at its worst and tries to optimize the situation by
their relevant justification. For example; While Delhi chokes, politicians squabble in an annual
phenomenon that lasts for an intense few weeks at the start of winter, then dies down as pollution levels
fall. What they haven’t done is come together to find sustainable solutions to one of the world’s worst
air pollution problems that by World Bank’s calculation costs the country as much as 8.5 % of its GDP.
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Now not just it affects living beings, it also makes our environment less sustainable and the growth rate

falls rapidly and more specifically it puts children’s lives in darkness and thus their childhood gets

abraded. According to the recent report by Child Welfare Department, the Nexus between the child and

its destiny is like a labyrinth with no access to necessities, and the situation gets aggravated due to the
. terrible noxious environmental pollution.

Even the ministers of their respective States describe their city as a “gas chamber” and start their blame
game policy. One key reason for the air pollution governance following short is the absence of
commitment and initiative by the political executive. “They are negligent in taking on issues of air
pollution as a sense of urgency” and thus they are not doing as much as they can do with their
capabilities.

" Thus we need to adopt certain developmental steps to clean our environment particularly air to give
our future generations a better era free of pollutants, where they access their mind, body, and growth
completely and happily.

Thereby we should take an oath altogether that we would do everything to clean our environment, plant
more and more trees and generate awareness among others as true initiative starts from within us
only.
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Thus we need to change this quote from the ground level.




RELEVANCE AND IMPORTANCE OF GANDHIAN
IDEOLOGY IN TODAY’S WORLD

Dhananjay Yadav
Delhi college of arts and commerce

Even as years roll by, Gandhian values remain evergreen and hold power to enlighten the entire world.
Gandhian values in terms of non — violence, truth, sustainable development, simple living and
communal harmony give solutions to different social, political and economic and diplomatic problems.

Gandhi ji propounded peace, tolerance, self-control and communal harmony. His satya, ahimsa and
satyagraha paved the way to people’s hearts. In his essay I'll show how Gandhian values are as
relevant today as they were decades ago when Gandhi ji enumerated them.

Gandhi ji said “an eye for an eye makes the whole world blind”. This is based on the assumption of
basic goodness of humanity. This shows how he propounded non-violence as a tool to make humanity
respect everyone’s importance. Recent India-China border issue is a good example of how Gandhian
ideas are respected in terms of continuous talk between both the countries to solve the border disputes.

His values are also seen in his idea of sustainable development. For sustainable development he
guoted — “Earth has enough for human needs, but not for their greed”. In today’s world we need to
adopt his ideas for simple living in harmony with nature.

Gandhi ji advocated the basic philosophy ‘be the change that you want to see'. Gandhi was adamant
that people could not be forced but could be persuaded, by extremely strong emotional blackmail if
necessary. He did exactly that once when Kasturba fell sick. He told her to stop eating pulses and salt.
She asked him sarcastically if he was capable of doing that. He replied that he would do just that for a
year, at which Kasturba pretty much had to acquiesce. If we really want to see change in society then
we have to change ourselves first.

Atrocities in society are increasing day by day. The recent Hatras rape case of Uttar Pradesh shocked
the whole nation. But what's the guarantee that women will be safe? We have to teach our boy first to
respect women. We have to start from the basic social units of society i.e. family. So if we want to see
the change in society then we have to change our own perception first towards women. Gandhi ji's
thoughts are more relevant today as they were when he enumerated it.

So Gandhian value is timelessly relevant. His idea of ‘be the change, you want to see' is very much
parenthetical today. Gandhi ji's views on sanitation, decentralisation of power or women empowerment
or need for basic education for all, every view holds the greater good and is followed presently.

The recent 'Make in India’ initiative by the government is nothing but self-sufficiency as emphasized by
Gandhi ji. Sanitation, security, literacy, or infrastructural development — all demand utilization of
indigenous wisdom and traditional homegrown solutions. Gandhi ji is alive and active in the modern
world. His values are reflected in many ways. Gandhi ji is even more relevant today when the problems
in the society have assumed larger dimensions.
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One of the penalties for refusing to
participate in politics is that you end up
being governed by your inferiors.

- Plato

Politics iIs too serious a matter to be
left to the politicians.
- Charles de Gaulle
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