BA (Prog.) with History as Major
Category I1

. DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC CORE COURSE (DSC-1): History of India from carlicst

times up to c. 300 CE

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE

Course title & | Credits | Credit distribution of the course | Eligibility | Pre-requisite

Code Lecture | Tutorial | Practical/ criteria of the course
Practice (if any)

History of India |4 3 1 0 12" Pass | NIL

from earliest times

up to ¢. 300 CE

Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:

This course explores various historical phases and processes of Indian history from prehistoric
period to early historic centuries through the lens of archaeological and literary evidence. An
overview of various transformations, cultural shifts, developments in all aspects from the earliest
times up to the phase of Empire building is provided to the learner. Alongside the pan-Indian
historical changes, it also focuses on regional diversities.

Learning outcomes

The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows:

e Explain the importance of various sources for study of prehistory and proto-history

e Distinguish between civilization and culture, particularly in the context of the Harappan
civilization

e Locate the developments related to the introduction of Iron in early societies leading to
urbanism and state formation

e Outline the key features of the Mauryan period.

e Locate the shift of historical focus from Gangetic belt to newer areas alongside the process of
assimilation.

SYLLABUS OF DSC-1

Unit I: Sources for interpreting early Indian history (4 hours)

Unit II: Survey of Prehistoric Cultures: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic. (8 hours)

Unit III: Harappan Civilization: early urbanism, town planning, economy, cultural patterns and
decline. (8 hours)

Unit IV: Vedic and Megalithic cultures: an overview (8 hours)
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Unit V: Second urbanization, material and social changes, Buddhism and Jainism. (8 hours)

Unit VI: The Mauryan Empire: administration, economy, Ashoka's Dhamma, pillars and rock edicts
(8 hours)

Unit VII: Early Tamilkam: Survey of Sangam literature, polity, economy and society (8 hours)

Unit VIII: Post Mauryan age: polity economy, society and culture with special reference to
Satvahanas and Kushanas (8 hours)

Practical component (if any) - NIL

Essential/recommended readings
Unit I: In this Unit the students shall be introduced to the varied sources, their scope and limitations,
for reconstructing the early history of India. (Teaching Time: 4 hours approx.)
e Chakrabarti, D.K. (1990). India: An Archaeological History. New Delhi: OUP (Chapter 7)
e Goyal, S.R. (1995). The Coinage of Ancient India. Jodhpur: Kusumanjali Prakashan.

o ST 3. T, UF . TH. AHT. (2000) YA R &7 sfdgr. fEeell : Redr AreaH

FrTaY e, e [eafagarer. qaiee. 3rear 2)

e  Salomon, Richard. (1998). Indian Epigraphy. Delhi: OUP.
e Sharma, R.S. (1995). Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India. New
Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal. (Chapter 2)

o AT, 3R, TH. (2000). TRTEHE AR &I ITATTGS 3R 3nfdw sfagr. ool : Redr

HIETH HAaY Heemed, e farafdeme. (ream 2)

e Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapter 1)

o g, 3. (2016). YT TS IF FEAHTCNT R I S{AGTH: TTNIOT el § 1287 relredy

. 73 el TRT=. (31¢a1 1)

e  Thapar, Romila. (2002). Early India from the Origins to AD 1300. New Delhi: Penguin.
(Chapter 1)

o AR, AFFWT. (2008). THTeNT HRE : TRFH F 1300 5.9 Eoel: fEwdl AreaH swrdieay

e emery, el feafaeamer. (3ream 1)

Unit II: This Unit delineates the transition from hunting gathering to food producing societies,

familiarizing the students with their subsistence patterns and material cultures. (Teaching
Time: 2weeks approx.)

e Agrawal, D.P. (1982) The Archaeology of India: London and Malmo: Curzon Press (All
chap-ters)

e Allchin, Bridget and Raymond Allchin. (1997). Origin of a Civilization: The Prehistory and
Early Archaeology of South Asia. New Delhi: Viking. (Chapter 3-5)

e Jain, V. K. (2006). Pre and Protohistory of India. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld. (Chapter 3-5)

o 3. &1 F. (2008) HRA 1 yrEiAEE 3R 3T A, UH aciied. d e, D.K.
Print-world. (37€3TA 3-5)
o STAHATS fagelT (1987) R g o 3Tfe; TROT hr Fo@T. feeelr: Tarfa dfeerehere
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Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapters 2 and 3)

e, 3. (2016). Uit Ta qd AEAHTCl R HT STAETE: AToI0T el & 1247 raredy
. 715 feall. TORAE. (37eamT 2 3R 3)

Unit III: This Unit will enable students to gain an understanding of the various facets of early

urbanism as witnessed during the Harappan civilization. (Teaching Time: 12 hours approx.)
Allchin, Bridget and Raymond Allchin. (1997). Origin of a Civilization: The Prehistory and
Early Archaeology of South Asia. New Delhi: Viking. (Chapters 6-9)

Ratnagar, Shereen.(2001). Understanding Harappa: Civilization in the Greater Indus Valley.
New Delhi: Tulika. (All Chapters)

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapter 4)

e, 3M0eR. (2016). TheT T qaT AEAHTCN HRA I STAGTH: UTNT0T el § 1247 QraredT
. =75 feeall. RATRTe. (374 4)

Yaferdrer. . &. 3R Hehel THIG el (2003) THEY FEFA oTES: 3ca’ TG 2T ey
TEATA LN T Ug TEHIOT. (T 37T

Unit I'V: The Unit shall discuss the advent of material cultures and communities that developed the

use of iron technology in the northern and southern parts of the subcontinent. (Teaching
Time: 8 hours approx.)
Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 2)

Tehddl. YUTER. (2012) AR Sfdgr. 3nfcerrel. 73 fGeell. RTUc seldheas. (eI
2)

Jain, V. K. (2006). Pre and Protohistory of India. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld. (Appendix I)
ST, Al &, (2008) AR &I IR 3R 3T 3. T 3iddlihe. o5 fgeell. D.K.

Print-world (GRTrse I)

Jha, D. N. (2004). Early India: A Concise History. Delhi: Manohar. (Chapter 3)

Majumdar, R.C. and Pusalkar A.D., (ed.): The History and Culture of Indian People. Vol. I:
Vedic Age.

Moorti, Udayaravi S. (1994). Megalithic Culture of South India. Varanasi: Ganga Kaveri.

Sharma, R.S. (1995). Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India. New
Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal. (Chapter 11)

QMHAT, 3R, TH. (2000). YRTEHF HRA &1 3w 3R arnfos sfagm. ol : R
HIETH FAead e, fGeel farafaearea. GreamT 11)

Karashima, Noborou (Ed.). (2014). A Concise History of South India. New Delhi: Oxford
Uni-versity Press (Chapter 1)
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Unit V: This unit shall familiarize the students with major political and social transformations

alongside religious ferment that unfolded from roughly c. 600 BCE to c. 300 BCE. (Teaching
Time: 12 hours approx.) '

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 3)

Tshad. TOTER. (2012) AR sfagr. nfeewre. a8 Ceell. NRUCH soleredst. (LA™
3)

ST, 3. UA. T4 &, UH. AAT. (2000) 9 9RA 7 sfcderd. el : f@edr Areas

Fread e, el [aeafaemerd. gaaest. (31EAUR 6 and 7)

Jha, D. N. (2004). Early India: A Concise History. Delhi: Manohar. (Chapter 4)

Sahu, B.P. (ed.) (2006), Iron and Social Change in Early India, OUP, Delhi (Introduction)
Sharma, R.S. (1983). Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India. New Delhi:
Macmillan. (Chapters 6 and 7)

AT, 3R . TH. (2008) AT HARA H ifas FEFid T AT FIATL. IsTehdel
TehTeTe. (31T 6 3R 7)

Thapar, Romila. (2002). Early India from the Origins to AD 1300. New Delhi: Penguin.
(Chap-ter 5)

IR, ATHAT. (2008). I Flelled HRA: TRFEH F 1300 §. aeh. feoell : el ameas
Fri=ad fecgeme, el fazafaearer. (3ream 5)

Unit VI: This Unit shall introduce students to the evolving administrative framework, economy and

concept of Dhamma during the Mauryan Empire. (Teaching Time: 12 hours approx.)
Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 4)

Tehad. TR, (2012) AR siderd. 3nfewre. 73 ealr. 3MRTe seldeds. (3reamT
4)

Lahiri, Nayanjot (2015) Ashoka in Ancient India. New Delhi: Oriental Blackswan
Raychaudhary, H.C. (rev edn 1997). Political History of Ancient India. New Delh: OUP
Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (chapter 7)

e, 3R, (2016). ITT TE & FAEAHTCNA AR T STAGTH: TS0 ehiel § 1247 QrcTecy

d. 5 feedl. Uawae. @rear 7)

Thapar, Romila. (2012). Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, third edition, New Del-hi:
Oxford University Press. (All Chapters) '

AT, VAT, (2005). 312Nk 3R A GraarsT &1 gd=. e, 72 f2red. @8 sream)

Unit VII: This Unit shall familiarize the students with important political, economic and social

developments that took place in the Tamilakam area of the Indian subcontinent. (Teaching
Time: 4 hours approx.)

Karashima, Noborou (Ed.). (2014). A Concise History of South India. New Delhi: Oxford
Uni-versity Press. (Chapter 2)
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Sastri, K. A. Nilakantha. (1955) A History of South India from Prehistoric Times to the fall
of Vijayanagar. New Delhi: OUP (also available in Hindi)

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson (chapter 8)

e, 3feR. (2016). Uit Ua qa ALTeTelled SR T S{AETH: UINTOT &hiel § 1247 eTdTedr

. 3 o). RREsT. 3ream 8)

Unit VII: This Unit will provide the students with an understanding about the key-developments

that took place in North and western India under the post — Mauryan dynasties, especially the
Kushanas and Satvahanas.(Teaching Time: 8 hours approx.)

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 5)

TehddT. TVTER. (2012) AR sfaer. snfeerd. 75 feealr. 3MRTc seldhed (3¢ 5)
Sahu, B.P. (2015) Society and Culture in Post-Mauryan India c.200 BC to AD 300. A
People’s History of India series. New Delhi: Tulika Books. (also available in Hindi)

Sharma, R.S. (2015). Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India. Delhi: Mo-
tilal Banarasidas. (Chapters 18 and 19)

AT, 3R, TH. (2000). YN $RT & Ioelide [GOR Td FEAW. el IaThd
THTRIT. GERT HEROT. (3T 18 T 19)

Suggestive readings

Basham, A.L. (1967). The Wonder That Was India. New Delhi: Rupa & Co.

Thapar, Romila. (2013) Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History. New Delhi: Oxford
Univer-sity Press.

Kosambi, D. D. (1975). An Introduction to the Study of Indian History. New Delhi: Popular
Pra-kashan.

Ray, H. P. (1986). Monastery and Guild: Commerce under the Satavahanas. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006). The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology: The
Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th Century. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Lahiri, Nayanjot. (2002). The Decline and Fall of the Indus Civilization. New Delhi:
Permanent Black.

Gurukkal, Rajan. (1995). “The Beginnings of the Historic Period: The Tamil South” in
Romila Thapar (Ed.), Recent Perspectives of Early Indian History. Bombay: Popular
Prakshan.

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch,

University of Delhi, from time to time.
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_ DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC CORE COURSE (DSC-2): Ancient Societies

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE

Course title & Code | Credits Credit distribution of the course| Eligibility | Pre-requisite
Lecture | Tutorial | Practical/ criteria the course
Practice (if any)
Ancient Societies 4 3 1 0 12" Pass | NIL

Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:

The course aims towards enabling students to have a broad understanding of various Ancient
Civilizations with special focus on complexities in State Formation, society, economy, religion and
culture. An overview of the ecological impact on their emergence, craft and trade, emerging cultural
patterns, art and architecture and religion will be discussed related to the Indian, Mesopotamian,
Egyptian, Greek and Chinese Civilizations. Students will get to familiarize themselves with
fundamental concepts like ‘Bronze Age’, ‘Civilization’, ‘Culture’, ‘Urban Revolution’, and ‘State’.
Various craft technology especially metal technology and debates around it will also be introduced
to them. The course strives to generate interest in students to learn about metal technology and its
contribution to the emergence and growth of Ancient Civilizations.

Learning outcomes

The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows:
e Define and explain concepts like Urban Revolution, Bronze Age and Civilization.
e Discuss the debate around metal technology.
e Describe ecological and other reasons for emergence of the various civilizations.
e Understand social complexities of different civilizations.
e Explain trends in the economy of these civilizations.
e  Gain an understanding of cultural patterns and religious developments.

SYLLABUS OF DSC-1

Unit I: Defining Civilization, Sources and Historiography, Urban Revolution and Bronze Age,
Debating Metal Technology (12 hours)

Unit II: Bronze Age Civilizations- India / China (Shang Dynasty) (16 hours)

Unit III: Bronze Age Civilizations- Mesopotamia (Sumerian and Akkadian Period)/Egypt (Old
Kingdom) Ecological Context, Kingship and State, Social Pattern and Economy. Art,
Religion and Culture (16 hours)

Unit IV: Bronze Age Civilizations- Minoan/ Mycenean, Ecological Context, ngshlp and State,
Social Pattern and Economy Art, Religion and Culture (16 hours)
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Practical component (if any) - NIL

Essential/recommended readings -
Unit I: This Unit will help students understand the concept of Civilization. The important mile-

stones in the growth and spread of civilizations viz. urban revolution, Bronze Age and advent
of metal technology will also be dealt with. (Teaching period: 8 hours approx.)

Childe, G. (1950). “The Urban Revolution, “The Town Planning Review, Vol. 21, No. 1,
April 1950, pp. 3-17.

Redman, C.L. (1978). The Rise of Civilisations. From Early Farmers to Urban Society in the
Ancient Near East. San Francisco: W.H. Freeman, Chapter 2, 6, 7, pp. 16-49; 188-213; 214-
243.

Scarre, Christopher and Brian M. Fagan. (2008). Ancient Civilizations (3rd edn.), New
Jersey: Pearson/Prentice Hall, pp. 3-12, and pp. 26-47.

Whitehouse, R. (1977). The First Civilizations. Oxford: Phaidon, Chapters 1 and 9, pp 7-15
and 177-199.

Childe, V.G. 1930. The Bronze Age. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Childe, V. Gordon.1957. ‘The Bronze Age’. Past and Present. 12 (November): 2-15

Unit II: This unit will deal will the idea of civilizations and the evolution of complex societies

India:

associated with the Bronze Age Civilizations in India / China during the Shang Dynasty. As
such it will delve into factors leading to the use of metallurgy, its function in socio-religious
complex and political structures thereof. (Teaching period: 16 hours approx.):

Allchin, B., and R. Allchin. (1997). Origins of a Civilization: The Prehistory and Early
Archaeology of South Asia. New Delhi: Viking. (Chapters 6,7,8,9 & 10, pp. 113- 222).
Chakrabarti, D.K. (1999). India: An Archaeological History. Delhi: Oxford University Press.
(Chapters V and VI. pp.151-261).

Ratnagar, Shereen. (2001). Understanding Harappa: C1v1hzat10n in the Greater Indus Valley.
Delhi: Tulika, Pp. 6-42, 103-115, 122-152.

Ratnagar, Shereen. Approaches to the Study of Ancient Technology.

Ratnagar, Shereen. (2007). Makers and Shapers: Early Indian Technology in the Home, Vil-
lage and Urban Workshop, Delhi, pp. 156, 196, 218 n. 12.

Singh, Upinder. (2008). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th Century. Delhi: Pearson Longman. (Chapter 4, pp. 132- 181.) (Available in
Hindi).

Thaplyal, K. K. and Sankata Prasad Shukla. (2003). Sindhu Sabhyata (T Fﬁg JFIAT). Luck-

now: Uttar Pradesh Hindi Sansthan. (In Hindi) PP. 25-107, 157- 226, 262-276, 292- 315,
354-363.

Chang, K.C. (1987). Shang Civilization. New Haven, Conn: Yale University Press, pp. 263-
288.

Feng, Li. (2013). Early China, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-111.

Keightly, D.N. (1999). “The Shang. China’s First Historical Dynasty” in Michael Loewe and
Edward L. Shaughnessey. (Ed.). The Cambridge History of Ancient China. From the origins
of Civilization to 221 B.C. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.
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Thorp, R. L. (2006). China in the Early Bronze Age. Shang Civilization. Pennsylvania: Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Press.

Unit III: (Teaching period: 16 hours)

Mesopotamia is considered to be the cradle of civilization and this unit will trace the evolution of
complex societies, especially in relation to civilizational trait markers such as religion, urbaniza-tion,
social stratification ranging from early farming in Zagros to mature urbanization in South-ern
Mesopotamia. The unit will also deal with Egypt that presented another model of civiliza-tional
development with the Pharaohic model of kingship, development of writing, distinct geog-raphy and
monumental art and architecture.

Nissen, H.J. (2003). The Early History of the Ancient Near East, 9000-2000 B.C. Oxford and
Victoria: Blackwell. ‘

Redman, C.L. (1978). The Rise of Civilisations. From Early Farmers to Urban Society in the
Ancient near East. San Francisco: W.H. Freeman, Chapters 8, pp. 244-322.

Roux, Georges (1992). Ancrent Iraq, UK: Penguin, Chapters 1, 5, 6, 8, 9; pp. 1-16; pp. 66-
103; 122-160.

Whitehouse, R. (1977). The First Civilizations, Oxford: Phaidon, Chapters 3, 4, 5, pp. 33-
115.

Trigger, Bruce G. 2003. UnderstandingEarly Civilizations: A Compara-
tive Study.Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

TIEHT, A. (2015). 9TelleT 3R FEghrell TATT f3oh =T 3R @FF T aors, d
f3eelT: AT TepTereT (Ch. 4)

Egypt:

Hawkes, J. (1973). “Egypt: the beginnings and the Old Kingdom” in The First Great
Civilisa-tions: Life in Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley and Egypt, New York: Knopf/Random
House.

Trigger, B.G., B.J. Kemp, D. O’Connor and A.B. Lloyd. (1983). Ancient Egypt A Social
His-tory. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Chapters 1 & 2, pp. 1-43.

Silverman, D. P. (Ed.). (2003). Ancient Egypt. New York: Oxford University Press (Ed.) pp.
10 - 27. .

Warden, L. A. 2014. Pottery and Economy in the Old Kingdom. Leiden: Brill.

Teeter, Emily. 2011. Religion and Ritual in Ancient Egypt. New York: Cambridge
University Press.

Wolinski, Arelene. 1987. ‘Egyptian Masks: The Priest and His Role’, Archaeology,40 (1):
22.

Morenz, S. 1960. Egyptian Religion. (A. E. Keep, trans.) New York: Cornell University
Press.

IR, A. (2015). ATl 3R HEFehrellsl AT [ AT 3R EFF  d ars,
el HATeTeh TepI2l (Ch. 5).

Unit IV: This unit will deal with another model of Bronze Age Civilizations in the Greek archi-

pelago that has been termed Minoan/ Mycenean within their Ecological Context. It will look
at the manner in which Kingship was intertwined with the evolution of State, Social Patterns

119



and Economy. Further it will delve into Art, Religion and Culture especially in context of
Greek my-thology and pantheon. (Teaching Period: 16 hours)

M. L. Finley, The Ancient Greeks, 1963.

M. L. Finley, Early Greece: The Bronze and Archaic Ages, 1970.

Sarah Pomeroy, Godesses, whores, wives and Slaves, 1995 reprint, pp.16-31

Bridenthal and Koonz (Ed). Becoming Visible:Women in European History, 1977, pp.36-59.

Renfrew, Colin. (1999). The Emergence of Civilisation. The Cyclades and the Aegean in the
Third Millennium B.C. London: Methuen, 1972.

Bintliff, John L. “Settlement and Territory.” In Companion Encyclopedia of Archaeology.
Edited by Graeme Barker, Vol. 1. London: Routledge, 1999, pp. 505-545.

IR, A. (2015). UTeieT 3R ALTeRTelleT AATT [0 AT 3R AEF T ayols, d
ool HTeTeh b1l (Ch. 6).

Suggested Readings:

Burns, Edward McNall, and Philip Lee Ralph. (1982). World Civilizations: Their History
and Their Culture. Norton, New York.

Fagan, Brian M. People of the Earth. (1977). Little, Brown.

Farooqui, Amar. (2001). Early Social Formation, New Delhi.

UNESCO Series: History of Mankind, Vols. I - III / or New ed. History of Humanity.
Cambridge History of Africa, Vol I. CUP, Cambridge, 1975.

Childe, Vere Gordon. (1946). What happened in history. Baltimore, MD. (Available in Hindi
al-so).

Roux, Georges. (1992). Ancient Iraq. Penguin.

Childe, Vere Gordon. (1951). Social Evolution. London: Watts.

Curtin, P. D. 1984. Cross-Cultural Trade in World History. Mel-
bourne: CambridgeUniversity Press.

Frankfort, Henri. 1978. Kingship and God: A Study of Ancient Near Eastern Religion as the
integration of Society and Nature. Chicago: Chicago University Press.

Bogucki, P. & Pam J. Crabtree, (2004). Ancient Europe (8000 B.C -A.D. 1000). An Encyclo-
pedia of the Barbarian World, Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York.

Video Recommendations

How Ancient Chinese Bronzes were created: https://www.youtube.com/watch
Oracle Bone, Shang Dynasty: https://www.youtube.com/watch
https://egyankosh.ac.in/handle/

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch,

University of Delhi, from time to time.

120



BA (Prog.) with History as Minor
Category 111

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC CORE COURSE (DSC -1): Hlstory of Indla from earllest

times up to c. 300 CE '

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE

Course title & Code | Credits | Credit distribution of the course | Eligibility | Pre-requisite

Lecture | Tutorial | Practical/ criteria of the course
Practice (if any)
History of India |4 3 1 0 12" Pass | NIL
from earliest times
up to ¢. 300 CE

Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:

This course explores various historical phases and processes of Indian history from prehistoric
period to early historic centuries through the lens of archaeological and literary evidence. An
overview of various transformations, cultural shifts, developments in all aspects from the earliest
times up to the phase of Empire building is provided to the learner. Alongside the pan-Indian
historical changes, it also focuses on regional diversities.

Learning outcomes

The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows:

e Explain the importance of various sources for study of prehistory and proto-history

e Distinguish between civilization and culture, particularly in the context of the Harappan
civilization

e Locate the developments related to the introduction of Iron in early societies leading to
urbanism and state formation »

e  Outline the key features of the Mauryan period.

e Locate the shift of historical focus from Gangetic belt to newer areas alongside the process of
assimilation.

SYLLABUS OF DSC-1

Unit I: Sources for interpreting early Indian history (4 hours)

Unit II: Survey of Prehistoric Cultures: Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic. (8 hours)

Unit III: Harappan Civilization: early urbanism, town planning, economy, cultural patterns and
decline. (8 hours)

Unit I'V: Vedic and Megalithic cultures: an overview (8 hours)
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Unit V: Second urbanization, material and social changes, Buddhism and Jainism. (8 hours)

Unit VI: The Mauryan Empire: administration, economy, Ashoka's Dhamma, pillars and rock edicts
(8 hours)

Unit VII: Early Tamilkam: Survey of Sangam literature, polity, economy and society (8 hours)

Unit VIII: Post Mauryan age: polity economy, society and culture with special reference to
Satvahanas and Kushanas (8 hours)

Practical component (if any) - NIL

Essential/recommended readings
Unit I: In this Unit the students shall be introduced to the varied sources, their scope and limita-
tions, for reconstructing the early history of India. (Teaching Time: 4 hours approx.)
e  Chakrabarti, D.K. (1990). India: An Archaeological History. New Delhi: OUP (Chapter 7)
e Goyal, S.R. (1995). The Coinage of Ancient India. Jodhpur: Kusumanjali Prakashan.

o . 3. UA UG & TH. AT (2000) U IR T sfag@. ool : ffedr aAmead

Frdleay fAeemey, el faeafaearery. gl . (3rearr 2)
e  Salomon, Richard. (1998). Indian Epigraphy. Delhi: OUP.

e Sharma, R.S. (1995). Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India. New
Delhi: Mun-shiram Manoharlal. (Chapter 2)

o AT, 3TR. TH. (2000). YRTEFNF ART HT iAo 3R 316 sfas. el : Bear

HIEIH HRiead Hgemer, el faeafaearer. (ream 2)

e  Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapter 1)

. e, 3ER. (2016). T Ua qa ALTHIelT HRA I STIGTH: UTSTT el ¥ 1287 QrdTsdr

de. 73 e, RRREs. Gream 1)

e Thapar, Romila. (2002). Early India from the Origins to AD 1300. New Delhi: Penguin.
(Chapter 1)

o YT, UTHAT. (2008). AT R : TRFH F 1300 3.5, Geelh: Bedt Areas swrieay
forcemer, el farafagarem. Gream 1)

Unit II: This Unit delineates the transition from hunting gathering to food producing societies,
familiarizing the students with their subsistence patterns and material cultures. (Teaching
Time: 8 hours approx.)

e Agrawal, D.P. (1982) The Archaeology of India. London and Malmo: Curzon Press (All
chapters)

e  Allchin, Bridget and Raymond Allchin. (1997). Origin of a Civilization: The Prehistory and
Early Archaeology of South Asia. New Delhi: Viking. (Chapter 3-5)

e Jain, V. K. (2006). Pre and Protohistory of India. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld. (Chapter 3-5)

o S A1 . (2008) R T URErd 3R 3T sfagM. U rgcia. s eall. D.K.
Printworld. (3T€ITT 3-5)
o SIIHATe fagel (1987) R Sfderd o 31Tfe TROT &l Fo@T. feeell: Tarfa afcershere
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Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapters 2 and 3)

g, 3. (2016). Uit TF qd AEAHTCN HX T STAGIA: TTNIOT Shrel H 124 QrcTedy
. 18 feell. TeRaa. (3123 2 3R 3)

Unit III: This Unit will enable students to gain an understanding of the various facets of early

urbanism as witnessed during the Harappan civilization. (Teaching Time: 12 hours approx.)
Allchin, Bridget and Raymond Allchin. (1997). Origin of a Civilization: The Prehistory and
Early Archaeology of South Asia. New Delhi: Viking. (Chapters 6-9)

Ratnagar, Shereen.(2001). Understanding Harappa: Civilization in the Greater Indus Valley.
New Delhi: Tulika. (All Chapters)

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapter 4)

f&E, 3MaR. (2016). U=t Ta qaT AEAhTelleT AR T STGI: UTSTOT il & 128 reltedr
deh. 73 [eell. IR, (38T 4)

Jaforrer. &. &. 3R Hehel YHTE eFel (2003) FHE TAAT. T@AS: ek Feer fg=ar
TEUTT TATIT TF TTRI0T. (FaT 3781)

Unit I'V: The Unit shall discuss the advent of material cultures and communities that developed the

use of iron technology in the northern and southern parts of the subcontinent. (Teaching
Time: 8 hours approx.)

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 2)

Tehddl. TOTER. (2012) AR sfder. snfeeawre. A el RUcd soloeaat. (3reary
2

J a)lin, V. K. (2006). Pre and Protohistory of India. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld. (Appendix I)
ST, &1 . (2008) $TRA & yRifder 31% 3meT sfaer. ve 3rddiehe. a3 fdeel. D.K.

Printworld (4RRf2rse 1)

Jha, D. N. (2004). Early India: A Concise History. Delhi: Manohar. (Chapter 3)

Majumdar, R.C. and Pusalkar A.D., (ed.): The History and Culture of Indian People. Vol. I:
Vedic Age.

Moorti, Udayaravi S. (1994). Megalithic Culture of South India. Varanasi: Ganga Kaveri.

Sharma, R.S. (1995). Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India. New
Delhi: Mun-shiram Manoharlal. (Chapter 11)

AT, 3R, TH. (2000). WRIFEHS ART T e 3R amfas sfagm. e « R=dr

AETH =g fAcered, ool farafaeame. GrearT 1)

Karashima, Noborou (Ed.). (2014). A Concise History of South India. New Delhi: Oxford
University Press (Chapter 1)
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Unit V: This unit shall familiarize the students with major political and social transformations

alongside religious ferment that unfolded from roughly c. 600 BCE to c. 300 BCE. (Teaching
Time: 12 hours approx.)

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 3)

Tehddll. IUTER. (2012) ARATT sfaerd. 3feeTd. a1 e, 3NNV solhEdst. (3EarT
3)

ST, 31 UoA. U . TH. AAT. (2000) Urdid AR Fr sfagr. el @ fedr areas

e fFeener, el favafagare. 9. (3714 6 and 7)

Jha, D. N. (2004). Early India: A Concise History. Delhi: Manohar. (Chapter 4)

Sahu, B.P. (ed.) (2006), Iron and Social Change in Early India, OUP, Delhi (Introduction)
Sharma, R.S. (1983). Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India. New Delhi:
Mac-millan. (Chapters 6 and 7)

AT, IR . TH. (2008) Wt HRA H i @eHla va wanfoies wRa=t. Jsrwad

JehTRIeT. (3TEAT 6 3R 7)

Thapar, Romila. (2002). Early India from the Origins to AD 1300. New Delhi: Penguin.
(Chapter 5)

Y, VAT, (2008). Y& Felld HARA: URFHA F 1300 3. d. Geall : fBedr ATETA
FTea fAgeme, el [arafacare. GrearT 5)

Unit VI: This Unit shall introduce students to the evolving administrative framework, economy and

concept of Dhamma during the Mauryan Empire. (Teaching Time: 12 hours approx.)
Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 4)

Tehddl. IUER. (2012) AR sfagr. 3nfewrer. 78 el 3MRued selreaa. (e
4)

Lahiri, Nayanjot (2015) Ashoka in Ancient India. New Delhi: Oriental Blackswan
Raychaudhary, H.C. (rev edn 1997). Political History of Ancient India. New Delh: OUP
Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (chapter 7)

e, 3. (2016). AT Td 4 ACAHICIT HRA HT STAGTH: TII0T Tl § 127 erdredr

dh. 1% el aaa. (3rear 7)

Thapar, Romila. (2012). Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, third edition, New Delhi:
Ox-ford University Press. (All Chapters)

TR, AFFET. (2005). 372N 3R F: s &1 gd=T. et Trer fRied). (@eft srear)

Unit VII: This Unit shall familiarize the students with important political, economic and social

developments that took place in the Tamilakam area of the Indian subcontinent. (Teaching
Time: 4 hours approx.)

Karashima, Noborou (Ed.). (2014). A Concise History of South India. New Delhi: Oxford
University Press. (Chapter 2)
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Sastri, K. A. Nilakantha. (1955) A History of South India from Prehistoric Times to the fall
of Vija-yanagar. New Delhi: OUP (also available in Hindi)

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson (chapter 8)

e, 3MUeX. (2016). U Ud qd AEIHTCNT AR T STAGTH: UTSTOT Slel H 124 raTedT
de. 715 oo, fIaRE=T. (3ream 8)

Unit VIII: This Unit will provide the students with an understanding about the key developments

that took place in North and western India under the post — Mauryan dynasties, especially the
Kushanas and Satvahanas.(Teaching Time: 8 hours approx.)

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi: MacMil-
lan. (Chapter 5)

Tehddl. I0TER. (2012) AR sfaemd. 3nfeaTe. 75 e, 3R U soldheda (31eam 5)
Sahu, B.P. (2015) Society and Culture in Post-Mauryan India ¢.200 BC to AD 300. A
People’s His-tory of India series. New Delhi: Tulika Books. (also available in Hindi)

Sharma, R.S. (2015). Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India. Delhi:
Motilal Ba-narasidas. (Chapters 18 and 19)

QIAT, 3TR. TH. (2000). YT HRT H Teleiliasd fGOR Td TTAW. el IsThad

ehTRIe. GENT HEHROT. (3TEAT 18 T 19)

Suggestive readings

Note:

Basham, A.L. (1967). The Wonder That Was India. New Delhi: Rupa & Co.

Thapar, Romila. (2013) Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History. New Delhi: Oxford
Univer-sity Press.

Kosambi, D. D. (1975). An Introduction to the Study of Indian History. New Delhi: Popular
Pra-kashan.

Ray, H. P. (1986). Monastery and Guild: Commerce under the Satavahanas. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006). The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology: The
Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th Century. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Lahiri, Nayanjot. (2002). The Decline and Fall of the Indus Civilization. New Delhi:
Permanent Black.

Gurukkal, Rajan. (1995). “The Beginnings of the Historic Period: The Tamil South” in
Romila Thapar (Ed.), Recent Perspectives of Early Indian History. Bombay: Popular
Prakshan.

Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch,
University of Delhi, from time to time.
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